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 Diary 
 

Thursday 15th October 

9.00am Quiet Day: ‘Authentic 
Christian Ministry from 2 

Corinthians’.  Led by Bishop Julian 

Henderson. 
Friday 30th October 

Checks & Greys planned 

reopening date – please check via 
the weekly notices in the service 

sheet, the website and social media 

for the latest information.  
 

 

 

 

Stewardship: A number of 

people who give to the Cathedral 

via the envelope scheme have 
asked how they can continue to do 

so during the Coronavirus 

pandemic. There are two ways to 
do this.  The quickest and easiest is 

to use the 'Love Blackburn 

Cathedral - donate button' on the 
Cathedral website.  You will find 

this button at the top left hand 

corner of each page. 
 

Alternatively, you can pay money 

directly into the stewardship 

account with online banking.  The 
details you need are as follows: 
 

Bank: Nat West 

Account Name: Blackburn 

Cathedral Stewardship Account. 
Account: 04057902 

Sort Code: 01-00-85 
 

Thank you to all who continue to 
enable the ongoing work of the 

Cathedral through Stewardship. 

This is much appreciated. 
 

 

 
 

Harvest Festival 
 

There is a good deal of talk at the moment about fatigue in our 

living with the current pandemic, and frustration among some 

people with what they see as an endless stream of bad news, 

increased restrictions and no apparent progress in finding a 

quick fix vaccine. It also feels like we are living at a time when 

there are considerable differences in the way in which this virus 

is experienced, and I am not talking about differences due to 
political perspective or geographical location. I am thinking 

rather of the different worlds in which we live in. There is the 

world of those who have been on furlough for many months 

and whose primary experience is one of a lack of structure and 

purpose in life. Or the world of the person who has been made 

redundant and joins the queue with several million others who 

are looking for work. Or the world of those whose work is 

considered to be on the very public and obvious front line: 

those working in the Health Service or Social Care sector. Or 

the world of those whose experience is just as front line but 

often overlooked because their contribution is less dramatic 

but so necessary: supermarket till checkout workers and the 

small army of shelf stackers and warehouse employees. 

 

There are also some very scary and depressing worlds such as 

that of the bereaved of the more than 40,000 people who have 

died and given that for many months funeral services have been 
limited to 30 mourners, that suggests a very conservative 

estimate of well over a million mourners.  Then once we 

consider that there have been just under half a million cases in 

the UK the sheer scale of those touched by the ravages of 

COVID-19 on these islands, becomes difficult to hold in the 

mind; is anyone completely untouched? 

 

In this context of huge overlapping worlds of experience what 

are we to be thankful for this Harvest Festival time? Health, food, 

warmth, family, friendship, medicine, science, technology, 

parks, gardens, sunrise and sunsets, physical space, pets, music, 

books, TV, generosity, sensitivity, sound leadership, creativity 

and above all safety. 



  

Bible Study Groups continue to 

meet, virtually, using Zoom.  New 

people are always welcome, and it 
may be that now is a good moment 

to start, as a way of keeping in touch 

with others and talk about faith 
together.  In order to make sure that 

no single group is overwhelmed, in 

the first instance please contact: 
missioner@blackburncathedral.co.u

k to find the right group for you and 

receive timing and log in details. 
 

Blackburn with Darwen 

Foodbank 
 

'We would still wish to encourage 

people to donate to the BwD 

Foodbank.  In fact, this is more 
important than ever, as so many 

people are facing financial hardship 

and turning to the Food bank for 
basic essentials.  
 

Please see a message from the new 

Foodbank manager below: 
 

Hello, 
 

We hope you are all doing well in light 

of the current situation.  
 

Here at Foodbank we have been really 
busy over the last 6 months supporting 

people in food crisis especially during the 

lockdown period of the Covid19 
Pandemic.  Need for our service has 

drastically increased and will continue to 

do so as we move into the winter 
months. 
 

With that in mind we have been 

thinking about Harvest.  This year with 

the current situation our first preference 
is for financial donations which will allow 

us to go out and buy the items we are 

most in need of.  Financial donations 
can be made via our Just Giving page 

found here: 

 https://www.justgiving.com/blackburnfo
odbank  

or if you would prefer to make a BACS 

transfer please reply to this email and 
we can send you our Bank Details. 
 

However, if you prefer, the items we are 

most in need of at the moment are: 
 

Tinned Meat & Fish 

 
Whatever or for whom you are giving thanks this harvest 

time consider how to make that gratitude concrete. One 

traditional way has been to bring gifts of produce to Church. 

This year needs to be different. First of all, make a phone 

call, send an email or joy of joys for many, send a card or 

letter. 

 

Then consider making a financial donation. Here are three 

possibilities:  

 

1. To our local Blackburn food-bank whose Just Giving page 

is here: 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/BlackburnFoodbankC

ovid19appeal or if you would prefer to make a BACS 

transfer please email info@blackburn.foodbank.org.uk and 

they will send Bank Details. 
2. Support the ministry of the Cathedral: our Just Giving 

details are here: 

 www.justgiving.com/blackburncathedral 

 

3. Be in touch with Canon Rowena Pailing 

 (missioner@blackburncathedral.co.uk ) and make a 

contribution to our toilet twinning scheme which was 

launched last harvest – our buildings have a lot of toilets and 

many still need a twin! 

 

Whatever you do, simply be thankful. 

 

Deo gratias 

    

Gary O’Neill 
 

 

 
 

News from the Cathedral Education 

Department 
 

The last visit the Education department ran here on site, in 

early March, was a truly ground-breaking event where 6 

primary schools brought their year 5 or 6 pupils for a 

morning to meet and work together with children from the 

other schools.  Oh, how we did not know that these types 

of events would not be possible again for so long!! 

 
Then on 18th March, we were due to have the whole of 

Year 8 from Westholme here for the morning and they 
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Tinned Carrots 

Tinned Rice Pudding 
Long Life Fruit Juice 

Tinned chopped tomatoes 

Jam 
Shampoo 

Baby wipes 

Nappies size 5 & 6 
 

We have been overwhelmed by your 
support over the years and very much 

hope you will be able to support us 

again this year. 
 

Kindest Regards, 
 

Sheralee Turner-Birchall 

Centre Manager 
 

To donate directly click HERE 
 

 

Singing at the 

Cathedral! 
 

With new guidance being 

issued weekly on how and 

when we can return to singing 

in the Cathedral there will 

now be a controlled return to 

services being led by small 

groups of singers.  We are 

particularly excited to 

announce that Choral 

Evensong will be returning 

from the first Sunday of 
September.  Unfortunately, 

we will still not be able to take 

part in congregational singing. 

 

 

Music Listings 

 
At present music for the coming 

weeks can be found at the back of 

the 10.30am service sheet – the 
number of listings will be 

dependent on the space available in 

the printed versions, but a more 
comprehensive list will be available 

in the online version of the same 

sheet. 

 

 
 

were the first school to cancel their visit as a result of 

restrictions for the looming global pandemic.  
 

Very quickly, the leadership of the Cathedral diligently 

adopted the furlough scheme in order to help salvage jobs 

for those of us who work here. However, on 1 July, I 

returned for 1 day per week so I could begin to plan for the 

coming year.   I have been in touch with all the schools who 
missed coming and many of them have re-booked for 2021. 

 

We are also working out how we can continue to engage 

with schools within the current restrictions. Yesterday, we 

put on an RE Conference for KS3 pupils on Zoom  (in 

January, we had made a plan with some of the Heads of RE 

in local schools to stage a conference here at the Cathedral 

where young people could come together and have an in-

put session as well as discussion seminars).  This actually 

became a reality yesterday and 58 young people logged in 

and enjoyed a super Key-note address from an eminent 

Theologian as well as seminars on relevant topics for their 

GCSEs, from various speakers.  We have asked for £2.50 

per head for this event which will go towards enabling the 

Education department to stay afloat in this very challenging 

time.  

 
In addition I have made 4 videos from within the Cathedral 

with Canon Rowena doing a short bit about the Font, 

Vestments worn by clergy, Pulpit etc and I have created full 

activity sheets and teacher resources to accompany each of 

these videos so that schools can continue to ‘visit’ our Cathedral and 

learn about the wonderful place of worship that it is, even though 
they cannot be here in person.  I am proposing to roll this out to 

schools as a resource; hopefully, this could become a global resource, 

taking the beauty of Blackburn Cathedral across the world.    
 

Having said that, I am hoping that in early spring, we will be welcoming 

some of our schools back as we do have some booked in.  One 

particularly enjoyable annual event in November is a Preston school 
who bring all their year 7 pupils for a ‘Spirituality Day’ where our 

wonderful Education volunteers (20 of them at the last count!) will be 

back and serving the young people of our community.   If you are 
interested in helping with the Education events, please do contact me 

on education@blackburncathedral.co.uk and I will be pleased to have 

a chat with you. 
 

 

Sian Howell-Jones 
Education Officer 
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Digital Service Sheets 
 

Service sheets are available to 

download the straight from the 

front page of the cathedral 

website by clicking on the 

appropriate button.  You can 

then read it straight away on your 

screen or download it to your 

favourite reading app.  Don’t 

worry if you haven’t done it 

before getting to the cathedral, it 

will only take a few seconds to 

download it when you arrive. 
 

It is also possible to download the 

service sheet to your Kindle 

device – you should refer to the 

Amazon help pages for further 

details. 
 

In opening the Cathedral for 

public worship, we need to 

ensure the safety of our staff and 

volunteers are as equally 

protected as those gathering to 

worship and not having paper 

service sheets is a critical part of 

that protection.  If you are unable 

to use your smartphone, a tablet 

or other reading device then a 

limited number of paper service 

sheets will now be available only 

if requested from a Warden on 

arrival who will direct you to 

where you can pick one up from. 
 

Digital sheets will be 

available every Friday for the 

following Sunday. 
 

Evening Prayer via Zoom 
Details for Zoom can be obtained 

by emailing Gary O’Neill. 

precentor@blackburncathedral.co.
uk 
 
 

Worship Online 
We are still producing a number of 

short, pre-recorded worship 

reflections which we will post on 
our Facebook page and YouTube 

channel, click on the links to view. 

These are available on Wednesdays 
and Sundays. 

 
 

Service Times 
At present all opening times and events are subject to last minute 
changes – please check the weekly service sheet, refer to the 

Cathedral Website or call the main office for up to date information. 
 

 

Monday - Saturday: 10.00am – 2.00pm 

The Cathedral is open for Private Prayer. 
 

 

Tuesday and Thursday: 8.30am 

Morning Prayer with Eucharist.  Please enter by the side door. 
 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8.30am  

Morning Prayer.  Please enter by the side door. 
 

Monday: 5.00pm 

Evening Prayer.  In the Jesus Chapel and via Zoom.  Please enter by the side door.  
 

Tuesday to Friday: 5.00pm 

Evensong.  In the South Transept and via Zoom.  Please enter by the side door. 
 

Sunday: 

9.00am: The Parish Eucharist  

10.30am: The Cathedral Eucharist 

4.00pm: Evensong 
 

Contacts 
 

Blackburn Cathedral 

Cathedral Close 
Blackburn 

BB1 5AA 
 

Tel:          01254 277430 

Website:  www.blackburncathedral.com 
 

Or via email: 
 

The Dean: 
The Very Rev’d Peter Howell-Jones 

dean@blackburncathedral.co.uk  

Vice Dean and Canon 
Missioner: 

The Rev’d Canon Dr Rowena Pailing 
missioner@blackburncathedral.co.uk  

Canon Precentor 
The Rev’d Canon Gary O’Neill 

precentor@blackburncathedral.co.uk  

Episcopal Canon: 
The Right Rev’d Philip North 

Bishop.burnley@blackburn.anglican.org  

Operations Manager: 
Mrs Pauline Rowe 
Pauline.Rowe@blackburncathedral.co.uk  

Director of Music: 
Mr John Robinson 

John.Robinson@blackburncathedral.co.uk  

Head Virger: 
Mr Mark Pickering 

Virgers@blackburncathedral.co.uk  

General Enquiries: info@blackburncathedral.co.uk  
 

Friends of Blackburn 

Cathedral 

 

 

Email:       secretary@fobc.info 

Website:  www.fobc.info 
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