
Blackburn Cathedral 8th February 2015 
 
 

 

 
 

Laying of the FOUNDATION STONE 
of Cathedral Court 

On a cold February afternoon a large congregation gathered in the 
cathedral, with clergy, choir, the Lord Lieutenant and legions of gold-
chained Mayors, to see the Bishop of Blackburn, The Rt. Revd. Julian 
Henderson, lay the Foundation Stone of the new Cathedral Court. 

 
The Dean welcomed us informally before the service began, saying 
that ‘Many of us have wondered if we would live to see this day!’ 
 

The music was, of course, 
splendid, with fine hymns: 
The processional was Christ 
is made the sure foundation. 
 
 The Office hymn was, O 
King enthroned on high, 
which was sung at the laying 
of the foundation stone of the 
Cathedral extension on 7th 
October 1938. 
 
 And after the stone had 
been laid and blest, we sang, 
as we returned to the 
cathedral, Christ is our 
corner-stone. 
 
 

 
 

The first Lesson taken from 
the Book of Joshua, where 
he describes the taking of 
twelve stones after the 
Israelites had crossed the 
river Jordan, and using 
those stones to mark the 
place where they would 
camp, was read by Mr 
Peter Turner, Chairman of 
Blackburn Cathedral 
Developments, who 
oversaw the massive 
planning and financing of 
the whole concept of our 
new Cathedral Close. 

 
 
 
The second Lesson, from 
the first Epistle of Peter, 
began, Come to him, a 
living stone. This was read 
by the Cathedral Architect, 
Mr James Sanderson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the choir and organ music was by Blackburn Cathedral 
musicians: 

Responses by John Bertalot (DoM 1964-82) 
Festive March for organ by Henry Smart (organist of Blackburn 

Parish Church 1832-38) which was played by Shaun Turnbull as we 
processed from the Cathedral to participate in the laying of the 
Foundation Stone. 

The motet sung at the end of the service by the cathedral choir, 
directed by Samuel Hudson, was ‘God be in my head’ by Herman 
Brearley, Blackburn Cathedral’s first organist, 1926-39. 
 
Other fine music included Stanford’s Evening Canticles in C, 
Brahms’ How lovely are thy dwellings fair,  
and immediately after the Bishop had blest the Foundation Stone,  
Bruckner’s Locus iste a Deo factus est (This place was made by 
God). 
 
But it was the Dean’s Sermon, given before the ceremony 
outside, which put the whole service in context. So here it is in 
full, interspersed with photographs of the ceremony: 
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next to Hon Assistant Virger, Brian Newton. 
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The Dean says:  ‘Bishop Julian, in the name of those who work on this 

building and of all gathered here, I ask you to set this stone.’ 
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The Bishop 

used the words 
spoken by The 
Princess Royal  

in 1938 whilst 
setting the stone 
commemorating 
the construction 
of the Transepts 
and Crossing: 
‘In the faith of 

Jesus Christ we 
set this stone, to 
be a memorial of 
the beginning of 

this work, and the mark of the assurance of them that build.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.’ 

It was appropriate that this was followed by 
prayers led by the Canon Sacrist, Andrew Hindley, 

who has borne, and continues to bear, 
 the day-to-day running of this mighty project. 
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AND FIVE MONTHS LATER… 
 
THE BISHOP 'TOPS OUT' BLACKBURN 

CATHEDRAL'S HUGE NEW 
EXTENSION - 15/7/2015 

CATHEDRAL Court, the £6 million extension to Blackburn 
Cathedral, has been ‘topped out’ at an official ceremony in the 
Cathedral grounds. 

 

The Bishop of Blackburn, Rt Rev. Julian Henderson, prepares to 
lay the final tile during the topping out ceremony at Blackburn 
Cathedral’s new Cathedral Court building. 
 

Seen here are (L-R) the Construction Group site manager, Chris 
Murphy, Dean Armstrong and the Bishop. 
 
The ceremony took place at the top of the new building to mark 
the completion of the external structure. The main participants 
climbed a scaffold to a high platform from where Bishop Julian 
placed in position the final roof tile. 
 
A short ceremony then took place during which a blessing for the 
building, for the construction work still to come and for the 
workers doing that construction work, was said. 
 
Speaking afterwards Bishop Julian said: “This is an important day 
for the Cathedral and the clergy and staff who worship and work 
here. 
 
“A lot of hard effort has brought us to this point and I pray the new 
Cathedral Court will, when finally completed, be used to further 
the work of God and his Kingdom in the heart of the rapidly 
changing heart of Blackburn and further afield. 
 
Cathedral Court will provide a library, refectory, conference room, 
an enclosed cloister garden, underground car park for 50 cars, 
four townhouses for the Dean, 2 cathedral canons and the 
director of music, six apartments for cathedral staff and six 

accommodation units for organ and choir scholars. The building is 
expected to be completed by October and is the first major new 
cloister building for a Cathedral in more than 500 years.  
 
It is part of the massive Cathedral Quarter development which 
has been transforming Blackburn town centre since construction 
started last April. The £34million scheme includes a hotel, office 
block and a public square, work on all of which is well advanced. 
 
Dean Christopher said: “This has been a momentous day for the 
Cathedral and we are delighted to reach this point in the 
construction of Cathedral Court. The main structure is now in 
place and you no longer need to use your imagination to 
envisage what the final building will look like in reality!” 
 

 
Lord Shuttleworth (R) said he was ‘exciting’ to attend the 
ceremony adding: ”This is a tremendous project that has taken 
many years to bring to fruition. The whole County looks to its 
Anglican Cathedral and it is exciting to see the building growing 
here in this way at the heart of the local community and as part of 
a wider multi-million pound regeneration project called the 
Cathedral Quarter here in Blackburn town centre.” 
 
And afterwards the folk who came to watch the ceremony, with 
the Bishop, the Lord Lieutenant, the Dean and the members of 
the construction team, toasted the completion of this part of the 
work with a glass of wine.  
 

Thanks to Ronnie Semley, Diocesan Communications Manager for much 
of this page, and to Canons’ Virger, Alex Barnes for the final photograph. 


