
Blackburn Cathedral: 27 June 2015

 
 

Our end-of-season concert, 
Last Night of the Proms, 
always attracts a large and 
enthusiastic audience.  

Not only do we hear fine 
music performed by our 
cathedral choir accompanied 
by a professional orchestra, 
but the atmosphere of the 
whole evening also is festive – 
with delicious refreshments 
and opportunities to wave our 
Union Flags in a outbursts of 
unalloyed fervent patriotism. 

 

Three ladies from Dorset 
were amongst the earliest 
arrivals, seen here being 
offered refreshments by 6’ 8” 
Young People’s Choir member 
(YPC) Dominic Eatwell, who 
has  won   a  place  at   Trinity  

                                    Laban College in Greenwich to study voice. 
 

 
 

And Samuel Hudson’s Parents were there, of course! 

 
 
Two of our 2015-16 choral scholars, Niki Zohdi and Megan Riding, 

(see photo next column) 
offered delicious refreshments to our honoured guests. But neither of 
them is ‘new’ for both joined our cathedral choirs when they were 
young, and so it was good to welcome them in their new adult roles. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Niki Zohdi and Megan Riding 

 

 
(Below) Bishop Julian and Mrs Henderson enjoyed chatting, 

 
 

Lay Canon Val Edge with visiting ordinand Edward Barlow, and the 
Archdeacon of Lancaster with Sunday School leader Felicity Ackroyd 

 
 

Bishop Philip of Burnley chatting with Canon Andrew Hindley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The Venerable John Hawley, retiring Archdeacon of Blackburn, 
with Bishop Geoff of Lancaster 

 
The concert began with a warm welcome from 

Dean Christopher Armstrong. 

 
Samuel Hudson took his bow 

and the first item was Aaron Copland’s  excitingly rhythmic 
Hoe Down… 

 
…which called for a lot of percussion… 

 
 

…and some equally 
rhythmic playing by 
Assistant Director of 

Music  Shaun Turnbull 
on the piano. 

 
 
 
 
 

Hoe Down was followed by the main work of the evening, 
Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms. 

 
These were sung so expressively by the Renaissance Singers, and 
by members of the Cathedral Choir and the Cathedral Girls’ Choir 

accompanied by The Piccadilly Symphony Orchestra (PSO). 
The PSO was set up just over a year ago to give aspiring musicians 

the opportunity to play a wide range of repertoire. 
They were splendid. 

 
And the choristers sang with terrific enthusiasm. 

 

Alto Choral Scholar  
Tim Braithwaite  

sang his solo exquisitely in the 
second Bernstein Psalm. 

Tim has won a place to study voice 
for four years 
at The Hague.  

Well done, Tim! 
 
 



The Bernstein Psalms were followed by Gerald Finzi’s 
Lo, the full final sacrifice 

which had been commissioned by St Matthew’s Church, 
Northampton, during Walter Hussey’s time there as Vicar. 
(Hussey had also commissioned The Chichester Psalms!) 

 It was JB’s great privilege not only to be Organist of St Matthew’s 
for six years before he came to Blackburn in 1964, 

but he also knew Hussey when he was Dean of Chichester. 
Needless to say, this exquisite work was sung so sensitively by the 

choirs and accompanied so gracefully by the orchestra. 

 
During the performance Canons’ Virger Alex Barnes 

was photographed, taking photos of the choir from the pulpit. Snap! 
 

Our North Transept and Crypt were the sites during the interval for 
more refreshments and conviviality. 

 
Louise, our splendid chef, had prepared more delicious delicacies 

for us (alongside was  Alex Barnes still holding his camera). 
 

Alex’s Parents, Eric & Elaine, were there.  

 
Eric has an exuberant taste in ties. 

 

Choir Prefect Zak Tayler took the opportunity to present some 
choir recruitment literature to choral scholar Megan Riding 

and Renaissance Singers’ Chairman Jean Duerden. 

 
Andy Bruce was there enjoying the interval with his wife Linda, 

who is the Music Administrator for our ambitious music programme. 

 
James and Marge Spencer enjoyed the refreshments. 

Marge is the cathedral’s new and most helpful Finance Officer. 

 
Cathedral Chapter member Peter Jelly  and Pam were there. 

 
 



And just before the second half began, Renaissance Singer 
Helen Davies, with Linda Bruce, 

made sure that wine glasses were tuned for a performance by 
the Renaissance Singers of !riks E"envalds’ choral work Stars, 

which would be accompanied solely by these glasses! 

 
The second half began with a rousing performance of Stanford’s 

magnificent setting of the Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in A 
with orchestral accompaniment. It was thrilling 

!!
The members of the orchestra played the glasses for Stars very well! 

 
 

And then came a most memorable and exciting 15 minutes when 
operatic tenor Sean Ruane sang four operatic arias, which brought 

the house down! He even invited the audience to join in 
Nessum Dorma, singing ‘La-la-la’ if their Italian wasn’t up to it!  

 
Sean was accompanied skillfully on the piano by Samuel Hudson. 

 

And then came the final two items: 
Elgar’s Pomp & Circumstance March No. 1 Land of Hope & Glory, 

which was encored, and Parry’s Jerusalem, 
 both of which enabled us to wave our flags with ebullient patriotism! 

 
 

 
 

 
The three ladies from Dorset certainly enjoyed themselves, too. 

 
It was a wonderful evening. Thank you, Sam.  

 


