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Please remain seated for the introit. 

 

Introit 

 

I look from afar and lo!  

I see the power of God coming and a cloud covering the whole earth. 

Go ye out to meet him and say, 

tell us: art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 

 

High and low, rich and poor, one with another, 

go ye out to meet him and say, 

 

Hear O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 

tell us, art thou he that should come? 

 

Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

I look from afar and lo!  

I see the power of God coming and a cloud covering the whole earth. 

 

Go ye out to meet him and say, 

tell us: art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 

 

Text: Joel 2.1 and Isaiah 40.4 

Music by Giovanni Perluigi Palestrina (1525- 94) 

 

 

Please stand as the choir and minsters enter 

 

Prelude 

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme 

(Awake, the voice is calling us) BWV 645  J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
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Welcome and Bidding Prayer 
 

The Dean, the Very Revd Peter Howell-Jones. 

 

It is time for us to wake out of sleep, for deliverance is nearer to us 

now than it was when first we believed. It is far on in the night; day is 

near. Let us therefore cast off the deeds of darkness and put on our 

armour as soldiers of the light. 

 

The grace and peace of God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 

My brothers and sisters, we enter today the solemn season of Advent 

in which the Church bids us prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ; 

a coming that we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a coming that we 

experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the 

joy of human lives that are shared; a coming we wait for when God 

gathers up all things in Christ. Let us in this holy season reflect on the 

coming of Christ who brings light to the world. Let us leave behind the 

darkness of sin, walk in the light that shines on our path, and renew 

within ourselves the hope of glory to which he beckons us. And as we 

turn towards the light, let us have on our hearts all those who see no 

light, for whom all is darkness and despair. Let us pray that they too 

may be illumined by Christ who is our light. 
 

The whole congregation prays silently. 

As we pray the choir sings 

O nata lux de lumine, O light born of light, 

Jesu redemptor saeculi, Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

dignare clemens supplicum with loving-kindness deign to receive 

laudes precesque sumere. suppliant praise and prayer. 
  

Qui carne quondam contegi You who once did deign  

dignatus es pro perditis to be clothed in flesh for those who are lost, 

nos membra confer effici grant us to be members 

tui beati corporis. of your blessed body.  

From Lux Aeterna by Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943) 

 

The Dean draws all of our prayers together in the Collect for Advent Sunday 
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Almighty God,  

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand to sing 

 Carol 

 

Creator of the stars of night, 

thy people's everlasting light, 

O Jesus, Saviour of us all, 

regard thy servants when they call. 

Thou, grieving at the bitter cry 

of all creation doomed to die, 

didst come to save a ruined race 

with healing gifts of heavenly grace. 

Thou camest, Bridegroom of the bride, 
as drew the world to evening-tide, 

proceeding from a virgin shrine, 

the Son of Man, yet Lord divine. 

At thy great name, exalted now, 

all knees must bend, all hearts must bow, 

and things in heaven and earth shall own 

that thou art Lord and King alone. 

To thee, O holy One we pray, 

our judge in that tremendous day, 

preserve us, while we dwell below, 

from ev’ry onslaught of the foe. 
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All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 

whose advent sets thy people free, 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Spirit blest, for evermore. 

From the Latin tr J.M. Neale (1816-66)  

 

Please sit down 

 First  Reading 
And God said: Let there be light. (Genesis 1.1-5) 

Read by Canon Gary O'Neill, 

Interim Precentor. 

 

There is a short silence for reflection on the reading. 

The choir sings 

Laetentur coeli 

Laetentur coeli, et exultet terra. Let the heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice. 

Jubilate montes laudem, Let the mountains be joyful with praise, 

quia Dominus noster veniet, because our Lord will come, 

et pauperum suorum miserebitur. and will show mercy to his poor. 

Isaiah 49.13 

Music by William Byrd (1542-1623) 

 

Please stand to sing 

Carol 
HELMSLEY 9 

 
 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 

Christ the Lamb for sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

alleluia! 

Christ appears on earth to reign. 
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Those dear tokens of his Passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers: 

with what rapture 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

Alleluia! 

thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788), John Cennick (1718-1755) 
 

Please sit down. 

The choir sings 

O Dayspring, brightness of light everlasting, and Sun of righteousness: 

come and enlighten them that sit in darkness, and the shadow of death. 
 

 Second  Reading 
Give light to my eye, lest I sleep in death (Psalm 13) 

Read by the Ven Mark Ireland, 

Archdeacon of Blackburn. 

 

There is a short silence for reflection on the reading. 

The choir sings A tender shoot 

A tender shoot has started up from a root of grace, 

as ancient seers imparted from Jesse's holy race; 

it blooms without a blight, it blooms without a blight, 

blooms in the cold bleak winter, turning our darkness into light. 

 

This shoot, Isaiah taught us, from Jesse's root should spring; 

the virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing; 

our God of endless might, our God of endless might 

gave her this child to save us, thus turning darkness into light. 

William Bartholomew (1793-1867) after Otto Goldschmidt (1829-1907) 
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 Third  Reading 
I form light and create darkness (Isaiah 45.2-8) 

Read by Canon Michael Wedgeworth, 

Assistant Priest. 

There is a short silence for reflection on the reading. 

 

Please stand to sing 

Carol 
BESCANÇON 

People, look East. The time is near 

of' the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able; 

trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look East and sing today: 

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

Furrows be glad. Though earth is bare, 

one more seed is planted there: 

give up your strength the seed to nourish 

that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look East and sing today: 

Love, the Rose, is on the way, 

Stars keep the watch. When night is dim, 

one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather 

bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look East and sing today: 

Love, the Star, is on the way. 
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Angels announce with shouts of mirth 

him who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming 

with the word “The Lord is coming!” 

People, look East and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
© Gervase Farjeon. From Children’s Bells (OUP) 

 

Please sit down 

 

 

 Fourth  Reading 
Look to the East (Isaiah 60.1-5a) 

Read by Christine O'Neill, 

Licensed Lay Minister. 

There is a short silence for reflection on the reading. 

 

The choir sings 

 O Radiant Dawn 
 

O Radiant Dawn, Splendour of eternal Light, Sun of Justice: 

come shine on those who dwell in darkness 

and the shadow of death. 

Isaiah prophesied, 

‘The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

upon those who dwell in the land of gloom a light has shone.’ 

Amen. 

Antiphon for 21 December from The Strathclyde Motets. 

Music by James Macmillan (b. 1959) 

 

 Fifth  Reading 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light (Isaiah 9.2-3,6-7) 

Read by the Rt Revd Philip North, 

Bishop of Burnley. 
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There is a short silence for reflection on the reading. 

The choir sings 

Mary's Magnificat 
Softly a light is stealing, 

sweetly a maiden sings. 

Ever wakeful, ever wistful 

watching faithfully, thankfully, 

tenderly her King of Kings. 

My soul doth magnify, the Lord: 

and my spirit rejoiced In God my Saviour. 
 

Mary her song to Jesus, 

softly, serenely sings: 

'I will love you, I will serve you, 

may my lullaby glorify, 

magnify my King of Kings.' 
 

Lullaby, lullaby. 

Words and music by Andrew Carter (b. 1939) 

 

Please stand to sing 

Carol 
MERTON 5 

 

 

Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding: 

‘Christ is nigh’ it seems to say; 
‘cast away the dreams of darkness 

O ye children of the day!' 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning, 

let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 
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Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven. 

That when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 

with his mercy may he shield us  

and with words of love draw near. 

Honour, glory, might and blessing 

to the Father and the Son, 

with the everlasting Spirit, 

while eternal ages run. 

 

 Sixth  Reading 
You are not in darkness, (1 Thessalonians 5.1-11, 23-24) 

for you are all children of light 
 

Read by Rebecca Weaver, 

a member of the Cathedral Choir. 

 

There is a short silence for reflection on the reading. 

The choir sings 

E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 

who loved us all, and shed his blood that we might saved be. 
 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord the Lord almighty God, 

who was and is, and is to come; sing holy, holy Lord! 
 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 

rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming! 
 

E'en so Lord Jesus quickly come, and night shall be no more; 

they need no light, no lamp, nor sun for Christ will be their All! 

Revelation 22 adapted by Ruth Manz. Music Paul Manz (1919-2009) 
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 Seventh Reading 
I am the light of the world (John 3.16-21) 

Read by the Very Revd Peter Howell-Jones, 

Dean. 

There is a short silence for reflection on the reading. 

The choir sings 

Zion hort 

Wachet auf, 

ruft uns die stimme 

Sleepers, wake! 

the watch-cry pealeth, 

der wächter sehr hoch 

auf der zinne, 

while slumber deep 

each eyelid sealeth: 

wach auf, du stadt 

Jerusalem! 

awake, Jerusalem, 

awake! 

Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) translated Frances E. Cox (1812-1897). 

Music by J.S. Bach (1685 - 1750) 

 

Please stand 

Conclusion 

The Dean says 

 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 

Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 

and put on the armour of light. 

 

Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant. 

Even so, Lord, come. 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, come 

at evening time, with light, 

 

and in the morning, with your glory, 

to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

He who receives our prayers says: 

surely I come quickly. 
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I am the root and offspring of David, 

I am the bright and morning star. 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Carol 

VENI EMMANUEL 11 

 
 

O come, O come Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave.  Refrain 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadows put to flight.  Refrain 

O come, thou Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.   Refrain 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 

in ancient times didst give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe.   Refrain 

Latin 13th century translated by John M Neale (1818-1866) 



 

 

Blessing 

The Bishop of Burnley, the Rt Revd Philip North 

 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Son, coming among us in power, 

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love. 

Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 

 

Please remain standing as the ministers recess and the choir sings: 

 

Sing O my love, O my love, 

this have I done for my true love. 
 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 

I would my true love did so chance 

to see the legend of my play, 

to call my true love to my dance. 
 

Then was I born of a virgin pure, 

of her I took fleshly substance; 

thus was I knit to man’s nature, 

to call my true love to my dance, 
 

In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 

so very poor this was my chance, 

betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 

to call my true love to my dance: 
 

 



 

 

Then afterwards baptized I was, 

the Holy Ghost on me did glance, 

my Father’s voice heard from above, 

to call my true love to my dance: 

Traditional words. 

Music by Sam Hudson (b. 1984). 

 

Please sit down. 

 
 

The Organ Voluntary 

Advent Fantasy (2021)  John Hosking 
 

Commissioned as part of Sebastian Thomson’s Angels of Creation series, this Fantasy is 

based on four Advent themes: Veni Emmanuel (O come, o come, Emmanuel), Rorate coeli 

(Drop down ye heavens from above), Helmsley (Lo, he comes with clouds descending) 

and Wachet auf (Sleepers wake!). It has been designed to be as flexible in performance as 

possible; the inner sections may be omitted or used as stand alone preludes and interludes. 

From lush strings to spicey Vox Humana passages, a jazz variation and French-like Toccata 

figurations, the work demonstrates many organ colours as well as setting the mood for 

the joyful expectation of the coming of the Christ child, interspersed with a sense of awe 

and contemplation.  

 

Please do stay for refreshments in the South Transept provided by the Friends of 

Blackburn Cathedral. 

 

 

 
Please take your service paper home with you. 

Common Worship, material from which is included in this service is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 

Common Worship, material from which is included in this service is copyright © The Archbishop’s Council 2000 
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