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Welcome
to this morning’s
service

The President is
Canon Andrew Horsfall
Interim Dean

The Preacher is
The Very Revd Christopher Armstrong
Dean Emeritus

The service is sung by the
The Cathedral Youth Choir
Directed by
Helen Davies

The Pianist is
Janet Ismail

The setting for the service is
David Thorne — Mass of St Thomas



Preparation

For individual use before the service begins.

Old Testament Reading
(Ezekiel 33.7-11)

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If
| say to the wicked, ‘O wicked ones, you shall surely die’, and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but their blood | will require at your hand. But if you warn
the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your
life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: ‘Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of
them; how then can we live? Say to them, As | live, says the Lord God, |
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for
why will you die, O house of Israel?



The Gathering

Please stand to sing Processional
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the tri umphs of his grace.

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My dear Redeemer’s praise,

The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of his grace!

Jesus — the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;

"Tis music in the sinner’s ears,

"Tis life, and health, and peace.

He speaks; and, listening to his voice,
New life the dead receive,
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.

Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ;

Ye blind, behold your Saviour come;
And leap, ye lame, for joy!



My gracious Master and my God,

Assist me to proclaim

And spread through all the earth abroad
The honours of thy name.

Charles Wesley (1707-88)

The Greeting

The president greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.

The president introduces the celebration
The Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of Penitence

My brothers and sisters,

as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ
in word and sacrament,

let us call to mind and confess our sins.

May your loving mercy come to me, O Lord,
and your salvation according to your word:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.



O let your mercy come to me that | may live,
for your law is my delight:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The president says

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Gloria

The choir sings the refrain first which is then repeated at once by everyone.
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Glo -ry to God, Glo -ry to God, Glo -ry to God in the High - est.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father.

We worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

For you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.



The Collect
Let us pray

Silence is kept

Merciful God,

your Son came to save us

and bore our sins on the cross:

may we trust in your mercy

and know your love,

rejoicing in the righteousness

that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord..
Amen.

Please sit

The Liturgy of the Word

New Testament Reading
Read by Linda Cronshaw (Romans |3.8-end)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You
shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.
Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and
put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



Please stand to sing

Gradual Hymn
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Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,

The praises of my God shall still

My heart and tongue employ.

O magnify the Lord with me,
With me exalt his name;

When in distress to him | called,
He to my rescue came.

The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance he affords to all
Who on his succour trust.

O make but trial of his love,
Experience will decide

How blest are they, and only they,
Who in his truth confide.

Fear him, ye saints, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you his service your delight,

Your wants shall be his care.
Tate and Brady New Version (1696)



The Gospel
(Matthew 16.2 -end)

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter,
‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly | tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

There is a period of silence after the sermon for reflection
Please stand with the president for



The Affirmation of Faith

We say together in faith

Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God almighty,
who was, and is, and is to come.

We believe in God the Father,

who created all things:

for by his will they were created
and have their being.

We believe in God the Son,

who was slain:

for with his blood,

he purchased us for God,

from every tribe and language,
from every people and nation.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit:

the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’

Even so come, Lord Jesus!

Amen. cf Revelation 4.8,11; 5.9; 22.17, 20.

Please kneel or sit for

The Prayers of Intercession

Led by Mihaela Mladin

This response is used

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The names of those who have requested prayer are available in the Jesus Chapel

And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Please stand with the president for the peace

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The president says

‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name,’
says the Lord, ‘there am | in the midst of them.’

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.

Let us offer one another the sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table
Please remain standing to sing
The Offertory Hymn
Please give what you prayerfully can on the collection plate. You may prefer to use the

electronic collection point on the way out. If you are a UK taxpayer please use and sign
the blue gift aid envelopes.
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Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways;
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives thy service find,

In deeper reverence praise.



In simple trust like theirs who heard,
Beside the Syrian sea,

The gracious calling of the Lord,

Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow thee.

Drop thy still dews of quietness,

Till all our strivings cease;

Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire

Thy coolness and thy balm;

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still small voice of calm.

John Whittier (1807-92)

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;
draw us from hatred to love;

make the frailty of our praise

a dwelling place for your glory.

Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give thanks,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

From sunrise to sunset this day is holy,

for Christ has risen from the tomb

and scattered the darkness of death

with light that will not fade.

This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people,
unfolds for us your word,

and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread.
And though the night will overtake this day

you summon us to live in endless light,

the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord.

And so, with choirs of angels and with all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory

and join their unending song of praise:

Everyone sings
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,



took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary,
St Paul and all the saints,

may praise and glorify you for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as we join our prayers with
those of the Church Universal, so we pray, each in our own
language, as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Everyone Sings
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sins of the world: grant us peace.

The Giving of Communion

The president says

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

If you wish to receive communion the stewards will guide you

During communion the choir sings

| will sing with the spirit,

alleluia.

And | will sing with the understanding also.
alleluia

I will sing with the spirit ,

alleluia

John Rutter (b.1945)



Prayer after Communion

Silence is kept; please stand with the president

Lord God, the source of truth and love,

keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread,

and one in joy and simplicity of heart,

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We thank you, Lord,

that you have fed us in this sacrament,

united us with Christ,

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet
prepared for all peoples.

Amen.

The Dismissal
The Blessing

The president pronounces God’s blessing

May Christ,
who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future,
fill you with his new life;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son,and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
The Dismissal

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Please do consider staying for tea or coffee dfter the service which will be served in The
Temple Gallery



All our welcome to join our Cathedral Community Barbecue at | 2pm to day in
the Cloister Garth

Next Sunday Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
OId Testament reading Genesis 50.15-21

Psalm 103.8-13

New Testament reading Romans 14.1-12

Gospel Reading Matthew 18.21-35

Notices for the Week beginning Sunday 6" September

Flowers

Flowers today are given by Christine and Stephen Adams in loving
memory of family and friends.

Years’ Mind

We remember in our prayers those whose anniversaries fall this week:
6™ Frank Brown, 7" Margaret Seymour, 9" Rita Barnes, 10" Gordon
Shaw, | 1™ Keith Banks, 12* Rachel Abram.

Safeguarding Improvement Board

The tenth Board meeting took place on 2nd September 2026 and the
three key messages from the meeting are:

I. The Safeguarding Improvement Board commends the considerable
work undertaken over recent months around volunteer
recruitment. The new recruitment process, onboarding, ongoing
training and revised volunteer handbook are now awaiting final
signoff and the Board look forward to their rollout in the coming
weeks. This enhanced approach to safer recruitment and support
of volunteers is of such quality that it is recommended that other
cathedrals consider their application as best practice.

2. Itis important for the Cathedral to be part of a wider safeguarding
network. The planned learning partnership with Chester and
Carlisle Cathedrals will have its first meeting in October and
outcomes will present opportunities to introduce and share best
practice going forward.



3. A number of timescales have been set for specific projects and
action points that came directly from the joint Safeguarding
Improvement Board and Cathedral Chapter meeting in July. It is
intended to have another joint meeting in November in
preparation for the conclusion of the Board at the end of 2026.

Blackburn Cathedral Centenary Service

Sunday 22 November at 4.00 pm

All are warmly invited to Blackburn Cathedral’s Centenary Service, which
will take the form of a special Songs of Praise. The Rt Revd Sam Corley,
Bishop of Stockport, will preach.

Members of the congregation are invited to suggest a hymn to be sung at
the service. Please explain why your chosen hymn is meaningful to you
and indicate if you are willing to speak briefly about your selection at the
service; alternatively, someone else may speak on your behalf.

Suggestion forms will be available at the Welcome Desk from this Sunday.
Completed forms should be placed in the collection box for Andrea
Robb, who has kindly agreed to collate the submissions.

Please return your form by Sunday 18 October.

Owing to the time available during the service, it may not be possible to
sing every hymn suggested.

Thank you.

Rearranged Summer Congregation Meeting

Following the unfortunate cancellation of July’s meeting, the summer
meeting will now take place in the Builder’s Yard, following the Cathedral
Eucharist on Sunday 20th September. A range of issues will be discussed,
and all are welcome. For more information, please contact Canon James
Lawrence.

Face to Face Safeguarding Training.

If you are a registered volunteer here at the Cathedral and need to renew
your Safeguarding Training, the easiest and quickest way to do this is via
the Church of England Safeguarding Training Portal. A link to this can be
found at the bottom of emails sent from
volunteers@blackburncathedral.co.uk or you can search via your web
browser.

If you would prefer to update your training with a Face to Face Session,
you can go to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team's Eventbrite page:
tinyurl.com/bdsafeguarding



mailto:volunteers@blackburncathedral.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/bdsafeguarding

or speak to Julie Eatwell, who will be able to help you book onto one of
the upcoming courses run by the Diocese some of which will be held
here:

Raising awareness of Domestic Abuse

Blackburn Cathedral

Wednesday 9" September I0am apologies this date is now
cancelled, rearranged date below.

Tuesday 22" September 6.30pm

| hour 30 minutes

OR

Wednesday 23rd September 10.am

| hour 30 minutes

Prayer Meetings

We have started a monthly Prayer Meeting on the 4" Friday of each
month from 6pm — 7pm in Caedmon. The next meeting will be on Friday
25" September. All are welcome, please see Canon James Lawrence for
more information.

Contemplative Prayer

Our next Contemplative Prayer meeting, held in St Martin’s Chapel, will
take place on Friday | 1™ September at | lam. Subsequent meetings will
take place at | lam on the second Friday of the month.

Confirmation

Bishop Joe will be celebrating Confirmations at the Cathedral Eucharist
on Sunday 25 October. If anyone would like to explore the possibility of
being confirmed, or to find out further details of what this entails, please
speak to Canon James. We will begin preparation for Confirmation in the
autumn.

Cover to Cover - Nonstop Bible reading

Sunday 4" - Wednesday 7*" October

Hundreds of voices from across the diocese will each deliver a |5-minute
passage during this non-stop Bible reading which forms part of our
centenary celebrations.

You are invited to sign up and take part in this significant event. All of the
overnight slots have been filled so we only need readers from 8.30am
until 8.30pm on each day.

Please note that as demand is expected to be high and slots are allocated
on a first-come, first-served basis, we encourage you to book early to
avoid disappointment.


https://us.list-manage.com/JId72lKTkh9?e=a1e1679404&c2id=61e3be21e0d454b808a67b6d7eb6a2dd

blackburncathedral.com/cover-to-cover

Blackburn Foodbank in August

During September we are collecting TOILETRIES.

Future Events: Dates for your Diary

Checks and Greys Café

Our popular Cathedral Café is open seven days a week, fully accessible
and wheelchair friendly it is the perfect place for a meeting business or
pleasure.

checksandgreys.co.uk

Safeguarding Information

Report a Concern

Any safeguarding concerns at Blackburn Cathedral can be raised with the
Cathedral Designated Safeguarding Leads

Alex Barnes 01254 845311

Email: alex.barnes@blackburncathedral.co.uk

Gill. Broom 01254845308

Email: musicandliturgyadmin@blackburncathedral.co.uk
Cathedral Safeguarding Adviser

Tracy Simpson 07483933792
Email:_tracy.simpson@blackburncathedral.co.uk
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer

Catherine Smith: 07711 485170

Email: catherine.smith@blackburn.anglican.org

You can also report a safeguarding concern online by visiting:
blackburncathedral.com/report
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