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Welcome
to today’s
service

and to all who have come to
represent the life and work
of
The Borough of
Blackburn with Darwen

The service is led by
Canon David Arnold
Interim Succentor

The Preacher is
Canon James Lawrence
Canon Missioner

The service is sung by the
The Cathedral Choir

Directed by
John Robinson
Director of Music

The band for the service is
Blackburn with Darwen Band

Conducted by
Daniel Thomas
Musical Director



Information

Toilets including accessible toilets are accessed by the stairs or lift situated
in the Temple Gallery, off the South Transept. Please ask a steward for
directions.

One accessible toilet is available at Cathedral level in the South Porch
to the left of the main doors when looking towards them. Please ask the
Stewards for assistance. We have a Changing Places toilet in the crypt.

An induction loop is available in the Cathedral, for both speech and
music, for those who are hard of hearing. Please turn your hearing aid to
the appropriate setting. If you, or someone you are with would benefit from
a large print Order of Service, please ask one of the Stewards.

The use of personal cameras, camcorders, videos and audio recording
equipment is not permitted during the service without the written

permission of The Interim Dean.

Please switch off mobile phones and before the beginning of the
service.

Advice about posture is given throughout the service. If you find it more
comfortable to sit rather than stand or kneel, please do so.

We ask you to remain in your places both before and during the service.

The service is being live streamed and may be watched online at anytime.

For more information about the cathedral please visit:
www.blackburncathedral.com


http://www.blackburncathedral.com/

Order of Procession
Cross
Choir
Virger
Cathedral ministers
Member of Parliament
Lancashire Police
The Deputy Mayor and Mayoress

Chief Executive of Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
Leader of Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire
Mace Bearer
Mayor and Mayoress of Blackburn with Darwen

Standards



The Gathering

Please stand as the ministers enter to sing

The Mace and Table

During the hymn the mace is placed on the table,

acknowledging that all authority comes from God,

and any standards are presented.

Praise my Soul
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Praise, my soul, the king of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored,
forgiven,

who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favour
to our forebears in distress;
praise him still the same as ever,
slow to chide and swift to bless.
Praise him! Praise him!

Glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him!

Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him;

ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before
him;

dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise with us the God of grace

Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)



The Welcome

Canon David Arnold, Interim Succentor, says

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ, who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver.

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

The Interim Succentor introduces the service

The Interim Succentor continues

We welcome today Councillor Mahfooz Hussain
as our new Mayor,
and Hamida Begum as our new Mayoress

and wish God’s blessing upon them,
and commend the citizens
of this Borough of Blackburn with Darwen

to God’s care and keeping.

Let us pray.

Please be seated



There is a short silence before the Interim Succentor pronounces this Blessing

Lord of our life and God of our Salvation,

we ask for your blessing

on all that is best about us,

and your forgiveness

for anything that has fallen short

of the greatness of the past

and the hopes of the present

and the higher calling of the things of the future.

Bless and guide those

who direct the affairs of this Borough,

sustain them in their work,

support them in their anxieties,

and strengthen them in their resolve

to seek and pursue the well-being of all the people.
Give them joy in their service,

due pride in their successes,

and the approval of a good conscience in all their endeavours.
And so work among us by your good and kindly Spirit
that our Borough may be renewed in beauty and order,
in happiness and peace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The First Reading

(I Vow to Thee, my Country,
by Sir Cecil Spring Rice, 1859-1918)

Read by Councillor Mahfooz Hussain
Mayor of Blackburn with Darwen

| vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above,

entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love:

the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test,
that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;

the love that never falters, the love that pays the price,

the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.



And there's another country I've heard of long ago,

most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;
we may not count her armies, we may not see her King;

her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering;

and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,

and her ways are ways of gentleness and all her paths are peace.

Psalm
The choir sings Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd : therefore can | lack nothing.

He shall feed me in a green pasture : and lead me forth beside the waters of
comfort.

He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for
his Name's sake.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil :
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.

Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me : thou hast
anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.

Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life : and
I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The New Testament Reading

(Luke 20:20-26)
Read by Denise Park,
Chief Executive Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council

A reading from the Gospel accourding to Luke.

So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap
him by what he said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the
governor. So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say
and teach, and you show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in



accordance with truth. Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? But
he perceived their craftiness and said to them, ‘Show me a denarius. Whose head
and whose title does it bear? They said, ‘The emperor’s.’ He said to them, “Then
give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that
are God’s.” And they were not able in the presence of the people to trap him by
what he said; and being amazed by his answer, they became silent.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to sing

Hymn
JERUSALEM

And did those feet in ancient time

walk upon England's mountains green?

And was the holy lamb of God

on England's pleasant pastures seen?

And did the countenance divine

shine forth upon our clouded hills?

And was Jerusalem builded here

among those dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
| will not cease from mental fight,
nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
till we have built Jerusalem
in England's green and pleasant land.
William Blake (1757-1827)

Music by Charles Hastings Hubert Parry (1848-1918),
arranged by Compilers of New English Hymnal, 1986.



Sermon

Canon James Lawrence
Canon Missioner

Please sit following the introduction.

There is a short silence for reflection after the sermon

Anthem

For the Beauty of the Earth.
Music by John Rutter (b. 1945)



The Prayers
Led by Councillor Phil Riley

We pray for the Mayor and Mayoresses and all those who serve
the Borough as councillors, officers and staff of the Unitary
Authority, that they may use their responsibilities and skills to
enrich the life of all its citizens and so promote the common good.

For the unity of your kingdom,
hear us and help us.

We pray for all those who are working to improve the facilities of
the Borough through the partnership and regeneration schemes;
all who work in industry and commerce; all who create work and
so realise our mutuality and interdependence.

For the unity of your kingdom,
hear us and help us.

We pray for those who act to protect our common life

through the maintenance of law, order and justice.

We remember the work of all the emergency services who come
to the aid of those in need.

For the unity of your kingdom,
hear us and help us.

We pray for those who are growing up within the life of this
Borough, for those who seek to train, educate and nurture our
children and young people; that they may go forward to lead
happy and fulfilled lives.

For the unity of your kingdom,
hear us and help us.

We pray for the work of the Community and Voluntary
Associations and all who work tirelessly in support of young
people, those who are elderly, or infirm,

those who are disabled and all who are vulnerable.

For the unity of your kingdom,
hear us and help us.



Led by Canon James Lawrence

We pray for those in this Borough who are in need of love,
care, shelter, comfort and friendship. May those who counsel,
help and befriend them give them a true sense of worth,

and may sufficient resources be made available to the statutory
and voluntary bodies to sustain them in their needs.

For the unity of your kingdom,
hear us and help us.

We pray for all places of worship in this Borough,

that local religious leaders and their communities

may pray and work together for the good of all people,
and for positive interfaith initiatives

which build trust and understanding.

For the unity of your kingdom,
hear us and help us.

We pray for Charles our King,

that you may pour upon him abundant gifts

to help him fulfil the promises made at his coronation:
that he will have the grace, wisdom, and strength

to live a life of service to you and to his people:

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We pray for Queen Camilla, William Prince of Wales,
the Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family;

that they may love and support the King

as he bears the burden of his office:

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We continue praying in silence as the choir sings

A Gaelic Blessing.
Music by John Rutter (b.1945)



The Lord’s Prayer

The Interim Succentor says

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, as we join our prayers
with those of the Church Universal, let us pray in confidence, each
in our own language, as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Please stand to sing the final hymn during which a collection is taken for the work and
ministry of the Cathedral.

Standards are collected and the Mace Bearer collects the mace from the table



Hymn

Blaenwern

]
|
1

T 1 I

Love divine, all loves excelling,

joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesu, thou art all compassion,

pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
Into ev'ry troubled breast;

Let us all in thee inherit,

Let us find thy promised rest;

Take away our love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;

End of faith as its beginning,

Set our hearts at liberty.

Come, almighty to deliver,

let us all thy grace receive;

suddenly return, and never,

never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.



Finish then thy new creation,

pure and sinless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee;

changed from glory into glory,

till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,

lost in wonder, love, and praise!
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Please remain standing
The Blessing

The Interim Succentor says

God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest,

to the Church, the King, the Commonwealth and all people,
unity, peace and concord,

and to us and all God’s servants, life everlasting;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The National Anthem

Please sing

God save our gracious King,
long live our noble King,
God save the King!

Send him victorious,

happy and glorious,

long to reign over us;

God save the King!

Thy choicest gifts in store
on him be pleased to pour,
long may he reign;

may he defend our laws,
and ever give us cause

to sing with heart and voice
God save the King!



The Organ Voluntary
Marche Heroique Herbert Brewer (1865 — 1928)

Please remain standing as the procession leaves and then please follow the directions of
the wardens.

Standards

Cross
Virger

Cathedral Ministers

Mace Bearer
Mayor and Mayoress of Blackburn with Darwen
Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire
Leader of Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
Chief Executive of Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
The Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress
Lancashire Police

Member of Parliament

If you are organising an event and would like to invite the Mayor to attend, or if
your organisation requires further information about the charities, or if you can

offer any assistance in fund raising, please contact the Mayor’s Office who will be
happy to help.

The Mayor’s Office

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
Town Hall, Blackburn BBI 7DY
mayorsparlour@blackburn.gov.uk
Tel: 01254 585229

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org.

Common Worship, material from which is included in this service is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.


mailto:mayorsparlour@blackburn.gov.uk
http://nrsvbibles.org/

The Mayor’s Charities 2026/2027

Nightsafe

Founded in 1990, Nightsafe is a Blackburn-based charity dedicated to
supporting homeless and vulnerable young people across Blackburn with
Darwen and the surrounding areas. The charity provides emergency
accommodation, supported housing, day centres and practical advice for
young people aged primarily between |6 and 24 who are facing
homelessness, crisis or unsafe living situations.

Nightsafe’s work goes far beyond simply providing a bed for the night.
The charity offers guidance, emotional support, life skills, training
opportunities and a safe environment where vulnerable young people can
begin rebuilding stability and confidence in their lives. Their ethos is built
around ensuring every young person is treated with dignity, kindness and
respect whilst being empowered to move towards a safer and more
positive future.

Derian House Children's Hospice

Derian House Children’s Hospice provides specialist respite and end-of-
life care for babies, children and young people with life-limiting illnesses
across Lancashire and the wider North West. Supporting more than 400
children and young people every year, Derian House offers round-the-
clock care, family support and specialist therapies completely free of
charge to families.

The hospice offers far more than medical care alone. Derian House
creates opportunities for families to spend precious time together and
make lasting memories in a compassionate, supportive and welcoming
environment. Alongside nursing and clinical care, the hospice also
provides respite stays, bereavement support, activities and emotional
support for the whole family during some of the most difficult
circumstances imaginable.




Those walking in Procession

are asked to re-assemble in the Cathedral Grounds.

The Order of Procession

Police Officers
Blackburn and Darwen Band
Macebearer
The Mayor & Mayoress
The Chief Executive
Leader of the Council & Deputy Lieutenant
Lancashire Police
The Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress
Mayor's Chaplain
Member of Parliament
Borough Magistrates
Borough Councillors
Past Mayors of the Borough
The Mayor's Family & Guests
The Deputy Mayor’s Family & Guests
Council Officers
Parish Councillors
Chamber of Trade
Chamber of Industry and Commerce
Royal British Legion (Blackburn Branch)
Royal British Legion (Darwen Branch)
Scouts Association
Guides Association
UNISON
Representatives of Secondary Schools in the Borough
Community Associations
Voluntary Organisations
Members of the community






