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The Cathedral Eucharist
on
The Twelfth Sunday
after Trinity

Sunday 23" August 2026

10.30 am






Welcome
to this morning’s
service

The President and Preacher is
Canon Andrew Horsfall
Interim Dean

The Deacon is
The Revd Deacon Rachel Fielding

The Subdeacon is
Dominic Eatwell

The Cantor is
Charlie Trueman

The Organist is
Nigel Spooner
Associate Organist

The setting for the service is
Thorne: Mass of St Thomas

The service is live streamed
Please do not use mobile phones or cameras

Before the service, the congregation is
welcomed by Canon Andrew Horsfall



The Gathering

Please stand to sing

Processional
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Soldiers of Christ, arise,

And put your armour on,

Strong in the strength which God supplies
Through his eternal Son;

Strong in the Lord of hosts,

And in his mighty power:

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts
Is more than conqueror.

Stand then in his great might,
With all his strength endued;

But take, to arm you for the fight,
The panoply of God.

Leave no unguarded place,

No weakness of the soul:
Take every virtue, every grace,
And fortify the whole.

From strength to strength go on,
Wrestle and fight and pray;

Tread all the powers of darkness down
And win the well fought day.

That, having all things done,

And all your conflicts passed,

Ye may o’ercome through Christ alone,
And stand entire at last.

Charles Wesley (1707-88)



The Greeting
The president greets the people

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

The president introduces the celebration
The Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Prayers of Penitence

The deacon says

My brothers and sisters,

as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ
in word and sacrament,

let us call to mind and confess our sins.

God be gracious to us and bless us,
and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.



May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The president says

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The cantor sings

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest

And peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

Almighty God and Father,

We worship you, we give you thanks,
We praise you for your glory,

Lord Jesus Christ,

Only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us,

You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
Receive our prayer

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.



The Collect

Let us pray.
Silence is kept

Almighty and everlasting God,

you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid
and giving us those good things

which we are not worthy to ask

but through the merits and mediation

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Please sit

The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading
Read by Jeremy Duerden (Isaiah 51.1-6)

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,



and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
| will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The cantor sings

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel,

this day let it be known that Thou art God,

and that | am Thy servant!

Lord God of Abraham!

Oh shew to all this people that | have done these things according to Thy
word.

Oh hear me, Lord, and answer me!

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel,

oh hear me and answer me, and shew this people that Thou art Lord God.
And let their hearts again be turned!

Mendelssohn (1809-1847)



New Testament Reading
Read by Alison Harrigan-Doyle (Romans 12.1-8)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.

| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to sing



The Gradual Hymn
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Oft in danger, oft in woe,

Onward, Christians, onward go;
Bear the toil, maintain the strife,
Strengthened with the Bread of Life.

Onward, Christians, onward go,
Join the war, and face the foe;

Will ye flee in danger’s hour?

Know ye not your Captain’s power?

Let your drooping hearts be glad;
March in heavenly armour clad;
Fight, nor think the battle long,
Victory soon shall tune your song.

Let not sorrow dim your eye,

Soon shall every tear be dry;

Let not fears your course impede,
Great your strength, if great your need.

Onward then in battle move,
More than conquerors ye shall prove;
Though opposed by many a foe,

Christian soldiers, onward go.
Henry Kirke White (1785-1806)



The Gospel
The deacon says (Matthew 16.13-20)

Alleluia, alleluia.

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself,

and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled.
Alleluia (2 Corinthians 5.19)

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said,
‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” He said to them, ‘But who do you say that | am?’
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’
And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And | tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates
of Hades will not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Canon Andrew Horsfall
There is a period of silence after the sermon for reflection
Please stand with the president for
The Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,

seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Please kneel or sit down
The Prayers of Intercession

Led by Camilla Hadcock

This response is used
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



The names of those who have requested prayer are available in the Jesus Chapel

And at the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
Please stand as the president says

May the God of peace make you perfect and holy,
that you may be kept safe and blameless

in spirit, soul and body,

for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.

The deacon says
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace
Preparation of the Table

Please remain standing to sing the hymn during which there will be a collection

Please give what you prayerfully can on the collection plate. You may prefer to use the
electronic collection point on the way. If you are a UK taxpayer please use and sign
the blue gift aid envelopes.



Offertory Hymn
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O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray

That all thy Church might be for ever one,
Grant us at every Eucharist to say

With longing heart and soul, “Thy will be done.’
O may we all one Bread, one Body be,

One through this Sacrament of unity.

For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede;
Make thou our sad divisions soon to cease;
Draw us the nearer each to each, we plead,
By drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace:
Thus may we all one Bread, one Body be,
One through this Sacrament of unity.

We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold;
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep,
Back to the faith which saints believed of old,

Back to the Church which still that faith doth keep:

Soon may we all one Bread, one Body be,
One through this Sacrament of unity.

So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease,
May we be one with all thy Church above,

One with thy saints in one unbroken peace,
One with thy saints in one unbounded love;
More blessed still, in peace and love to be

One with the Trinity in Unity.
William Turton (1856-1938)



Prayer at the Preparation of the Table

Wise and gracious God,

you spread a table before us;

nourish your people with the word of life
and the bread of heaven.

Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It isrightto give thanks and praise.

G "8

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

From sunrise to sunset this day is holy,

for Christ has risen from the tomb

and scattered the darkness of death

with light that will not fade.

This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people,
unfolds for us your word,
and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread.

And though the night will overtake this day
you summon us to live in endless light,
the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord.



And so, with choirs of angels

and with all the heavenly host,

we proclaim your glory

and join their unending song of praise:

The cantor sings

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.



As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary,
St Paul and all the saints,

may praise and glorify you for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as we join our prayers with
those of the Church Universal, so we pray, each in our own
language, as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

If you are able, please remain standing whilst the cantor sings

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

The Giving of Communion

The president says

Jesus is the Lamb of God,

who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

If you wish to receive communion the stewards will guide you
As usual, a standing communion point will be available at the chancel step.

Alternatively, we are reintroducing a communion point at the altar rail. If you would
prefer to receive Holy Communion kneeling at the rail, please follow the stewards’
directions up the centre of the chancel, returning via the transepts. A ramp will be

provided in the South transept for those who require it.

During Communion

The cantor sings

Mache dich, mein Herze, rein, Make yourself pure my heart;
Ich will Jesum selbst begraben. | myself want to bury Jesus.
Denn er soll nunmehr in mir For in me is he now,

Fir und fur Ever and ever,

Seine siisse Ruhe haben. To have his sweet rest.

Welt, geh aus, lass Jesum ein! World, get out; let Jesus in!

Bach (1685-1750)



Prayer after Communion

Silence is kept
Please stand with the President

God of all mercy,

in this eucharist you have set aside our sins

and given us your healing:

grant that we who are made whole in Christ

may bring that healing to this broken world,

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

Please stand to sing

Final Hymn

NEWINGTON 463 II
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Thine for ever! God of love,
Hear us from thy throne above;
Thine for ever may we be

Here and in eternity.

Thine for ever! O, how blest

They who find in thee their rest!
Saviour, Guardian, heavenly Friend,
O defend us to the end.



Thine for ever! Lord of life,

Shield us through our earthly strife;
Thou, the Life, the Truth, the Way,
Guide us to the realms of day.

Thine for ever! thou our guide,
All our wants by thee supplied,
All our sins by thee forgiven,

Led by thee from earth to heaven.
Mary Maude (1819-1913)

The president pronounces God’s blessing

The Blessing

The God of all grace,

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus,
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son,and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen

The Dismissal

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The Organ Voluntary
Toccata (from Suite Gothique) Leon Boéllmann (1862-1897)

Please stay for refreshments at the back of the Cathedral after the service

Next Sunday Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament reading Jeremiah 15.15-21

Psalm 26.1-8

New Testament reading Romans 12.9-end

Gospel Reading Matthew 16.21-end



Notices for the Week beginning Sunday 23" August

Years’ Mind
We remember in our prayers those whose anniversaries fall this week:
25" Keith Cronshaw, 27" Fred Green.

Parishes in Bloom: Friday 21* August — Monday 24" August 2026
Proudly presented by the Friends of Blackburn Cathedral, churches from
across the Diocese will bring parish life into the Cathedral in the form of
stunning displays to form a special centenary celebration.

Rearranged Summer Congregation Meeting

Following the unfortunate cancellation of July’s meeting, the summer
meeting will now take place in the Builder’s Yard, following the Cathedral
Eucharist on Sunday 20th September. A range of issues will be discussed,
and all are welcome. For more information, please contact Canon James
Lawrence.

Visiting Choirs

Sunday August 23" Hexham Abbey Choir 4pm Evensong

Saturday August 30" Voces Usuales 4pm Evensong

Sunday August 31 Voces Usuales 10.30am Cathedral Eucharist, 4pm
Choral Evensong.

Face to Face Safeguarding Training.

If you are a registered volunteer here at the Cathedral and need to renew
your Safeguarding Training, the easiest and quickest way to do this is via
the Church of England Safeguarding Training Portal. A link to this can be
found at the bottom of emails sent from
volunteers@blackburncathedral.co.uk or you can search via your web
browser.

If you would prefer to update your training with a Face to Face Session,
you can go to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team's Eventbrite page:
tinyurl.com/bdsafeguarding or speak to Julie Eatwell, who will be able to
help you book onto one of the up coming courses run by the Diocese
some of which will be held here:

Raising awareness of Domestic Abuse


mailto:volunteers@blackburncathedral.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/bdsafeguarding

Blackburn Cathedral

Wednesday 9" September  |0am
or

Tuesday 22" September 6.30pm
| hour 30 minutes

Basic/Foundation Safeguarding
St James’ Church, Leyland

Tuesday 25" August — 6pm

2 hours

Prayer Meetings

We have started a monthly Prayer Meeting on the 4" Friday of each
month from 6pm — 7pm in Caedmon. The next meeting will be on Friday
28" August. All are welcome, please see Canon James Lawrence for
more information.

Contemplative Prayer

Our next Contemplative Prayer meeting, held in St Martin’s Chapel, will
take place on Friday | 1™ September at | lam. Subsequent meetings will
take place at | lam on the second Friday of the month.

Confirmation

Bishop Joe will be celebrating Confirmations at the Cathedral Eucharist
on Sunday 25 October. If anyone would like to explore the possibility of
being confirmed, or to find out further details of what this entails, please
speak to Canon James. We will begin preparation for Confirmation in the
autumn.

Serving at the Altar

Have you ever felt called to serve God more closely in worship? We
warmly invite confirmed members of the Church of England of all ages to
consider becoming part of our altar serving team.

To learn more about what is involved, please speak to Alex Barnes, Head
Virger, either in person or email : alex.barnes@blackburn cathddral.co.uk

Blackburn Cathedral is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children, young people and vulnerable adults. All volunteers are expected to
share this commitment.


mailto:alex.barnes@blackburn

For this position acceptable pre appointment checks, including a satisfactory
Basic DBS are required.

Cover to Cover — Nonstop Bible reading

Sunday 4" - Wednesday 7*" October

Hundreds of voices from across the diocese will each deliver a |5-minute
passage during this non-stop Bible reading which forms part of our
centenary celebrations.

You are invited to sign up and take part in this significant event. All of the
overnight slots have been filled so we only need readers from 8.30am
until 8.30pm on each day.

Please note that as demand is expected to be high and slots are allocated
on a first-come, first-served basis, we encourage you to book early to
avoid disappointment.

blackburncathedral.com/cover-to-cover

Bank Holiday Celebrity Organ Concert
Monday 31 August | lam Maria Gajraj £10.

Blackburn Foodbank in August
During August we are collecting ‘“TINNED PRODUCTS’

Future Events: Dates for your Diary

Summer BBQ -with special guest: Chris Armstrong
Sunday 6" September 12 noon

Checks and Greys Café

Our popular Cathedral Café is open seven days a week, fully accessible
and wheelchair friendly it is the perfect place for a meeting business or
pleasure.

checksandgreys.co.uk


https://us.list-manage.com/JId72lKTkh9?e=a1e1679404&c2id=61e3be21e0d454b808a67b6d7eb6a2dd

Safeguarding Information

Report a Concern

Any safeguarding concerns at Blackburn Cathedral can be raised with the
Cathedral Designated Safeguarding Leads

Alex Barnes 01254 845311

Email: alex.barnes@blackburncathedral.co.uk

Gill. Broom 01254845308

Email: musicandliturgyadmin@blackburncathedral.co.uk
Cathedral Safeguarding Adviser

Tracy Simpson 07483933792
Email:_tracy.simpson@blackburncathedral.co.uk
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer

Catherine Smith: 07711 485170

Email: catherine.smith@blackburn.anglican.org

You can also report a safeguarding concern online by visiting:
blackburncathedral.com/report

All hymns and songs reproduced with permission CCLI Licence # 476152 and ONE LICENSE # A-730144.
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