
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Parish Eucharist 

for 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 
 Sunday 18th January 2026 

 

9.00am 



 

 

Welcome 

to this morning’s 

service 
 

The President and Preacher is 

Canon Andrew Horsfall 

Interim Dean 

 
The service is sung by  

The Cathedral Youth Choir 

Directed by 

 Miss. Helen Davies 
 

The Organist is 

Mr. Nigel Spooner 

Associate Organist 

 
The setting for the service is  

Mass of St Thomas by David Thorne. 

Preparation 

For individual use before the service begins. 
 

The Old Testament Reading 
    (Isaiah 49.1-7) 

 
 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The 

Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named 

me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, 

‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ But I said, ‘I have laboured 

in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with 

the Lord, and my reward with my God.’ And now the Lord says, who formed me 

in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might 

be gathered to him, for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord, and my God has 

become my strength— he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you 

as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the ear



 

 

Gathering 

Please remain seated as the choir and stand for the hymn 

Processional 

Crüger 55 

 

 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed! 

Great David’s greater Son; 

hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 

before him on the mountains 

shall peace the herald go; 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

 

O’er every foe victorious, 

he on his throne shall rest, 

from age to age more glorious, 

all-blessing and all-blest; 

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever; 

that name to us is Love. 

 James Montgomery (1771-1854) Based on Psalm 72 
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The Greeting 
The president greets the people 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you. 
 

 

The president introduces the celebration 
 

The Prayers of Penitence 
 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 

Let us confess our sins. 
 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

And keep you in life eternal 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
 
 

The Gloria 
The choir sings the refrain first which is then repeated at once by everyone. 
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Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father. 

We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 

 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

For you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 

 

The Collect 
Let us pray. 
 

Silence is kept – please remain standing 

 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature  

by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

     
 

Please sit  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 The New Testament Reading 

(1 Corinthians 1.1-9) 

Read by Terry Givens 

   A reading from the letter to the Corinthians 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified 

in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call 

on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God 

always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 

Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge 

of every kind–just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you–

so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were 

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 

 

Please stand to sing 

Gradual Hymn 
Redhead 51 

 
 

Hail, thou source of every blessing, 

sovereign God of humankind, 

gentiles now, thy grace possessing, 

in thy courts admission find. 

 

 

 

 

Once far off, but now invited, 

we approach thy sacred throne; 

in thy covenant united, 

reconciled, redeemed, made one. 
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Now revealed to eastern sages, 

see the star of mercy shine, 

mystery hid in former ages, 

mystery great of love divine. 

Hail, thou all-inviting Saviour! 

gentiles now their offerings bring, 

in thy temples seek thy favour, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 

Basil Wood (1760-1831) 

 

 

The Gospel 
(John 1.29-42) 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man 

who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; 

but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to 

Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and 

it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize 

with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the 

one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have testified 

that this is the Son of God.’ The next day John again was standing with two of his 

disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb 

of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus 

turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They 

said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He 

said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of 

the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the 

Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked 

at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which 

is translated Peter). 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The Sermon 

Canon Andrew Horsfall 

Interim Dean 

There is a period of silence after the sermon for reflection. 

 

Please stand with the president  

The Creed 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Please sit  

The Prayers of Intercession 

Led by John Wilson 

This response is used 

Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
For those who are sick 

Arthur Blundell (LH,) Chris Drewe (AG), Margaret Young (SO), Sue Hughes, 

Liam Johnson, Ray Hutchins, Graham Jordan, Brian and Ruth Whittle, Jenni 

Bellamy, Ruth McGaughey, Harvey Stansfield (PHJ),Eric Barnes (AB), Carol 

Fishwick, Frank Haworth, John Bertalot 
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and those who have requested prayer 

Christopher Browne (PR), Susan Garlick, Isla Smith, Tracey Riley, Peter Howell-

Jones, Peter Hardman, Sarah and Ian White, The Residents of Old Gates Care 

Home 
 

 and those that mourn  
 

and those whose anniversaries fall this week 

John Pye (18), Robert Anderson, Emma Murgatroyd, Ian Whittaker 

(20), Brenda Tatum (21), Margaret Barnes (24) 
(Dates are in brackets) 

 
And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Please stand with the president for the peace 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there shall be no end. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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Preparation of the Table 

Please remain standing to sing the hymn during which there will be a collection  

All may exchange a sign of peace.   During the offertory hymn a collection is taken, 

please give what you prayerfully can.  You may prefer to use the collection point or card 

reader on the way out. If you are a UK taxpayer, please use the blue gift aid form 

provided.  

 

If you would prefer to give online, please visit blackburncathedral.co.uk/donate 

The deacon prepares the table. Please remain standing to sing. 

 

 

Offertory 

Dundee 57 

 

 
 

 

The race that long in darkness pined 

have seen a glorious light; 

the people dwell in day, who dwelt 

in death’s surrounding night. 

To us a Child of hope is born, 

to us a Son is given; 

him shall the tribes of earth obey, 

him all the hosts of heaven. 

 

 

 
 

His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
for evermore adored; 

the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 

the great and mighty Lord. 
 

 

His pow’r increasing still shall spread; 

his reign no end shall know: 

justice shall guard his throne above, 

and peace abound below. 

                            John Morrison (1750-98) 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Open the heavens, Lord our God, 

and send your transforming Spirit 

on us and on these gifts. 

May we who are baptized into Christ 

be ready to share his cup of suffering 

and strengthened to serve him for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

You celebrated your new gift of baptism 

in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 

Your voice was heard from heaven 

to awaken faith in the presence among us 

of your Word made flesh. 

Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 

revealing Jesus as your servant, 

and anointing him with the oil of gladness 

to preach the good news to the poor. 

Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 

we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 

for ever praising you and saying: 
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Everyone sings 

 

 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood; 

who in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them saying, Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember now his offering of himself  

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

and as we look for the coming of his kingdom,  

we make with this bread and this cup 

the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
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Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 
 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise;  

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  

in the presence of your divine majesty,  

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

with Mary, Paul and all who stand before you 

in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so 

we say, in our own language, the prayer our Saviour taught us, 
 

Notre père, qui es aux cieux … Missierna, li inti fis-smewwiet… 

Vater unser im Himmel … Padre nosso, que estais nos céus… 

Padre nostro che sei nei cieli … Ojcze nasz, któryś jest w niebie… 

Otče náš, jenž jsi na nebesích …  ،ِالذِي فِي السَّمَاوَات… 

Tėve Mūsų, kuris esi danguje! ... Ein Tad, yr hwn wyt yn y nefoedd… 

Tatal nostru care esti in ceruri … 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  thy kingdom come;   

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Giving of Communion 
 

The president says 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 

Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 
When you are ready to receive communion please approach the president in single file 

and retrurn to your seat by one of the side aisles. 
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Communion is in both kinds, and the minister distributing communion will say 

The body of Christ. Amen. 

The blood of Christ.  Amen. 
 

If you, or someone with you would like a blessing, please ask. 

While you are waiting to go for communion you may wish to sit. 
 

 

 

 

During communion 

The choir sings 

 

Small wonder the star, 

Small wonder the light, 

the angels in chorus,  

the shepherds in fright; 

but stable and manger for God -  

no small wonder! 

 

Small wonder the kings, 

Small wonder they bore, 

the gold and the incense, 

the myrrh to adore; 

but God gives his life on a cross -  

no small wonder! 

 

Small wonder the love, 

small wonder the grace, 

the power the glory, 

the light on his face; 

but all to redeem my poor heart 

No small wonder! 

 

Silence is kept 
 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 
God of glory, 

you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: 

fill us with your Holy Spirit 

that through us the light of your glory 

may shine in all the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 

 
Please stand 

The Dismissal 
The president pronounces God’s blessing 

 

May God the Son, 

who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 

transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 

And the blessing of Almighty God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

The Organ Voluntary 

Prelude on “Unto us is born a Son” Herbert Sumsion (1899 – 1995) 
 

 

Flowers today are given by Mihaela Mladin in loving memory of her father, Vasile. 

 
Please do consider staying for tea or coffee after the service. 
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All hymns and songs reproduced with permission CCLI Licence # 76152 and ONE LICENSE # A-730144. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org. 

Common Worship, material from which is included in this service is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

http://nrsvbibles.org/
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Notices for the Week Beginning 18 January  
 

 
Congregational meeting 25th January 

The next congregational meeting will take place after the 10.30am service on the 
25th January. Please let everyone know so that as many people can attend as 
possible. If there are particular topics that you would like to discuss please speak to 

Canon Andrew or Canon James. 

  
Wednesday Lunchtime Concerts    12.15pm 

Mark Brafield   Wednesday 21st January 
Kumi Choi   Wednesday 28th January 

 
The Longest Yarn – ‘Britain at War’  

Wednesday 7th January to Saturday 7th February 
Hundreds of volunteer knitters from across the UK have created a stunning set of 
80 individual knitted panels, each depicting a scene of Britain during wartime. 

 
TIME by Luxmuralis 

This world-famous light installation arrives in Lancashire for the first time ever. 
You’ll be taken on a journey through time, traversing wormholes, venturing inside 

the intricate working of clocks, and experiencing a dramatic narrative that spans 
from the very beginning of everything to the present day. 

 
Foodbank - We are currently collecting toiletries. 

 
Servers and Live Streamers wanted. If you are interested in volunteering, 

please speak to Alex or email alex.barnes@blackburncathedral.co.uk 
 

Safeguarding 
The latest updates from the Safeguarding Improvement Board can be found at 

blackburncathedral.com/safeguarding 

 
Safeguarding Contacts 

Diocesan Safeguarding Officer   Catherine Smith   07711 485170   

 
Cathedral Safeguarding Adviser  

catherine.smith@blackburn.anglican.org   
Lesley Hurst                 07483935584 
Lesley.hurst@blackburn.anglican.org 
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