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The Service is sung by 

The Cathedral Choir 

Directed and accompanied by 

John Robinson 

Today we welcome those who the Bishop has appointed to be 

Honorary Canons: 

Honorary Ecumenical Canons 

Bishop Paul Swarbrick, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Lancaster. 

Pete Baker, the Pastor of Life Church in Burnley. 

Lay Canons 

Becky Gilbert-Rule, a Church architect who has made an 

outstanding contribution to the development of our buildings and 

serves on the DAC and will become a Lay Canon 

Honorary Canons 

The Revd Damian Porter who throughout his long ministry in the 

diocese has brought fresh life to a number of new parishes and chairs 

our Property Committee. 

The Revd Lucy Lunn who is our Dean of Women’s Ministry and a 

strong voice for the rural church. 



 

 

 

Processional Hymn 
GERONTIUS NEH 439 

 

 
 

Praise to the Holiest in the height 

And in the depth be praise 

In all his words most wonderful, 

Most sure in all his ways. 
 

O loving wisdom of our God 

When all was sin and shame 

A second Adam to the fight 

And to the rescue came 
 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood 

Which in Adam did fail, 

Should strive afresh against the foe,  

Should strive and should prevail; 
 

And that a higher gift than grace 

Should flesh and blood refine, 

God’s presence and his very self,  

And essence all divine. 
 

O generous love! that he who smote 

In Man for man the foe, 

The double agony in Man 

For man should undergo; 
 

And in the garden secretly, 

And on the cross on high, 

Should teach his brethren, and inspire 



 

 
 

To suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height 

And in the depth be praise 

In all his words most wonderful, 

Most sure in all his ways. 
 

  Words:   John Henry Newman (1801-90)

 

 

              

The Greeting 

 

Please remain standing as the Bishop greets the people: 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all. 

 

And also with you. 

 

 

The Bishop adds further words of welcome, concluding with these words: 

 

How awesome is this place. 

 
This is none other than the house of God 

and the gate of heaven. 

 

Please sit. 

 

The Collation 
 

The Interim Dean presents the Honorary Ecumenical Lay Canons designate to 

the Bishop saying: 

 

Reverend Father in God, we present to you Pete Baker and Paul 

Swarbrick, to be Installed as an Honorary Ecumenical Canons in 

accordance with the Statutes of this Cathedral Church. 



 

 

The Honorary Ecumenical Canon designates come and stand before the Bishop. 

The Bishop says: 

Ecumenical Canons of this our Cathedral Church are appointed to 

honour and acknowledge an outstanding contribution made to the 

life of this our Diocese by a member of another Christian 

Denomination and to affirm our commitment to Ecumenical 

working.  It belongs to the office of Ecumenical Canon, under the 

guidance of the Bishop and the Dean, to seek to contribute to the 

corporate life of this Cathedral Church and to promote its mission 

and service and extend its influence throughout the Diocese and 

region and to respond in good faith to such other points as are 

contained in the relevant Cathedral Statute. 

 

The Bishop invites the people to pray in silence for a short period, after which 

he says: 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church  

is governed and sanctified: 

hear the prayer we offer for these your servants 

and for all your faithful people; 

that in their vocation and ministry 

they may serve you in holiness and truth 

to the glory of your name; 

through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

  Amen. 

 

The Bishop sits and reads the Deeds of Appointment, with each new Honorary 

Ecumenical Canon kneeling before him holding the Deed with both hands. 

 

The Bishop then gives them the Deed, and taking his staff, blesses them, saying: 

Receive our Commission as an Honorary Ecumenical Lay Canon in 

our Cathedral Church; in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, give you grace to confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, and strengthen you to proclaim the word 



 

 

and works of God; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

The new Honorary Ecumenical Canons stand before the Bishop who hands them 

their Mandates saying: 

 

Receive these Mandates, which you must hand to the Interim Dean 

in order that you may be installed. 

 

The new Canons returns to their place in the Nave 

 

The Interim Dean presents the Lay Canon designate to the Bishop saying: 
 

Reverend Father in God, I present to you Becky Gilbert-Rule to 

be installed as Lay Canon in accordance with the Statutes of this 

Cathedral Church. 

 

The Lay Canon designate stands before the Bishop. 

 

The Bishop says: 

 

Lay Canons of this our Cathedral Church represent the unity and 

diversity of the body of the Church people throughout the Diocese.  

It belongs to the office of Lay Canon, under the guidance of the 

Bishop and the Dean, to seek to contribute to the corporate life of 

this Cathedral Church and to promote its mission and service and 

extend its influence throughout the Diocese and to respond in good 

faith to such other points as are contained in the relevant Cathedral 

Statute. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Bishop invites the people to pray in silence for a short period after which he 

says: 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church  

is governed and sanctified: 

hear the prayer we offer for this your servant 

and for all your faithful people; 

that in her vocation and ministry 

she may serve you in holiness and truth 

to the glory of your name; 

through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

  Amen. 

 

The Bishop sits and reads the Deeds of Collation, the new Canon kneeling 
before him and holding the Deeds with both hands. 

 

The Bishop then gives her the Deed and taking his staff, blesses them, saying: 

 

God the Father strengthen you and increase your faith; 

God the Son fill you with love and a spirit of service; 

God the Holy Spirit guide you into all truth; 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

rest upon you and remain with you always.   

Amen. 

 

The new Lay Canon stands.  

 

The Bishop then hands her the Mandate saying: 

 

Receive this Mandate, which you must hand to the Interim Dean for 

your Installation. 

 

The new Canon returns to their place in the Nave. 

 

The Honorary Canons designate come and stand before the Bishop.  

 

The Interim Dean presents the Honorary Canons designate to the Bishop 

saying: 



 

 

 

Reverend Father in God, I present to you Lucy Ann Lunn and 

Damian Michael Porter to be installed as Honorary Canons in 

accordance with the Statutes of this Cathedral Church. 

The Bishop says: 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, before I collate Lucy and Damian as 

Honorary Canons of this Cathedral Church of Saint Mary the Virgin 

in Blackburn, they must make the Declaration of Assent and take 

the Oaths of Allegiance and Canonical Obedience. 

 

The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic Church worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy 

Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the 

Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by 

the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic 
formularies, the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book of 

Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. 

 

In the declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty 

to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under 

God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation? 

 

 

The Declaration of Assent 

 
Standing before the Bishop, the new Canons say: 

 

I, Lucy Ann Lunn; I, Damian Michael Porter, do so affirm, and 

accordingly declare my belief in the faith which is revealed in the 

Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and to which 

the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness; 

and in public prayer and administration of the sacraments I will use 

only the forms of service which are authorised or allowed by 

Canon. 

 

 



 

 

The Oath of Allegiance 

 
Facing the congregation, the Honorary Canons-designate, each holding a Bible in 

their right hand, swear the Oath of Allegiance. 

 
I, Lucy Ann Lunn; I, Damian Michael Porter, do swear that I will be 

faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King Charles the 

Third, his heirs and successors, according to law: So help me God. 

 

The Oath of Canonical Obedience 
 

Facing the Bishop, the Honorary Canons-designate, each holding a Bible in their 

right hand, swear the Oath of Allegiance. 

 
I, Lucy Ann Lunn; I, Damian Michael Porter, do swear by Almighty 

God that I will pay true and canonical obedience to the Lord Bishop 

of Blackburn and his successors, in all things lawful and honest: So 

help me God. 

 

The new Canons stand before the Bishop, The Bishop invites the people to pray 

in silence for a short period after which he says: 

 

Almighty God, who has given you the will to undertake all these 

things, give you also the strength to perform them; that he may 

complete that work which he has begun in you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

         Amen. 

 

The Bishop sits and reads the Deeds of Collation, the new Canons kneeling 

before him and holding the Deeds with both hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Bishop presents the Deeds to the Canons, with these words: 

 

Receive this cure, your care and ours.  Be diligent in taking your 

part with your brothers and sisters of the College of Canons in the 

Government of this holy place, that here the word of God may be 

faithfully preached and the sacraments duly administered; and in all 

things so uphold the honour and dignity of our Cathedral Church 

that it may be a true Mother to the Churches of our Bishopric. 

 

The Bishop takes his crozier and blesses them, saying: 

 

God the Father strengthen you and increase your faith; 

God the Son fill you with love and a spirit of service; 

God the Holy Spirit guide you into all truth; 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest 
upon you and remain with you always.   

Amen. 

 

The new Canons stand and the Bishop hands them their Mandates saying: 

 

Receive these Mandates, which you must hand to the Interim Dean 

in order that you may be Installed. 

 

The new Canons return to their places in the Nave. 

 

The Office of Evensong 

Please stand.  

The Choir sing the Responses: 

O Lord, open thou our lips; 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us; 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. As it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 



 

 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised 

  

Please sit for the Psalm and stand for the Gloria. 

 

PSALM 

        Psalm 135 1-14 

O praise the LORD. Laud ye the name of the LORD; praise it, O ye 

servants of the LORD. 

Ye that stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our 

God. 

O praise the LORD; for the LORD is gracious: O sing praises unto his 

name; for it is lovely. 

For why? the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his 

peculiar possession. 

For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. 

Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the 

seas, and all deep places. 

He bringeth forth the clouds from the ends of the world: and sendeth 

forth lightnings with the rain bringing the winds out of his treasuries. 

He smote the firstborn of Egypt, both of man and beast. 
He hath sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O thou land  

Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. 

He smote divers nations: and slew mighty kings; 

Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the king of Basan, and all the 

kingdoms of Canaan: 

And gave their land to be an heritage, even an heritage unto Israel his 

people. 

Thy name, O LORD, endureth forever; so doth thy memorial, O LORD, 

from one generation to another. 

For the LORD will avenge his people: and be gracious unto his servants. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen 

 



 

 

The First Lesson 

(Numbers 21 4-9) 

Read by Canon Neil Kelly 

Assistant Archdeacon 

The first lesson is taken from Numbers Chapter 21 

 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around 

the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The 

people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us 

up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we detest this miserable food.’ Then the LORD sent 

poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have 

sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to 

take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. And 

the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; 

and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ So Moses made a 
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 

someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 

Here ends the first lesson. 

Please stand. The choir sings:  

        Magnificat 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 

and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 



 

 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed 

for ever.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world 

without end. Amen. 

Setting in B Minor         Noble (1867-1953) 

 

Please sit. 

The Second Lesson 

(Luke 14.27-33) 
  
Read by Yvonne Porter 

The second lesson is taken from Luke Chapter 14. 

 

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 

it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 

who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build 

and was not able to finish.”  Or what king, going out to wage war against 

another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with 

ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 

thousand?  If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 

delegation and asks for the terms of peace.  So therefore, none of you can 

become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 

 

Here ends the second lesson. 

 



 

 

Please stand.  The choir sings:  

Nunc Dimittis 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy 

word. For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation; Which thou hast 

prepared : before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten the 

Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen 

Setting in B Minor         Noble (1867-1953) 

 

Please remain standing to say: 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth:   

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

born of the Virgin Mary,   

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead and buried:   

He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;   

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the Holy Catholic Church;  

The Communion of Saints;  

The Forgiveness of sins;  

The Resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

The Versicles & Responses 

The choir sing: 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

All kneel or sit. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

The choir sings the Lord’s Prayer, followed by these responses. 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the King. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 

but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Collects for Evening Prayer 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and 

dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; Create and make in us 

new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and 

acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain thee, the God of all mercy, 

perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help 

ourselves; Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; 

that we may be defended from adversities which may happen to the body, 

and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 

do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that 

by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time 

in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Please sit.  

Anthem 
The choir sings  

Ave Maria, gratia plena, 

Dominus tecum, virgo serena. 

Ave cujus conceptio, 

Solemni plena gaudio, 

Coelestia, terrestria, 

Nova replet laetitia. 

Ave, cujus nativitas, 

Nostra fuit solemnitas, 

 

Ut lucifer lux oriens, 

Verum solem praeveniens. 

Ave, pia humilitas, 

Sine viro fecunditas, 

Cuius annunciatio, 

Nostra fuit salvatio. 

Ave, vera virginitas, 

Immaculata castitas, 



 

 

Cuius purificatio 

Nostra fuit purgatio. 

Ave praeclara omnibus, 

Angelicis virtutibus, 

Cujus fuit assumptio 

Nostra glorificatio. 

O Mater Dei, 

memento mei. 

Amen. 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 

The Lord is with you, gentil Virgin. 

Hail, whose conception, 

Full of solemn joy 

The heaven, the earth, 

Fills with new rejoicing. 

Hail, thou whose birth 

Was our festival 

As our luminous rising light, 

Coming before the true sun. 

Hail, pious humility, 

Fertility without a man, 

Whose annunciation, 

Was our salvation. 

Hail, true virginity, 

Unspotted chastity, 

Whose purification 

Was our cleansing. 

Hail, famous with all, 

Angelic virtues, 

Whose assumption was 

Our glorification. 

O Mother of God, 

Remember me. 

Amen. 

Josquin des Prez (1450-15 

The Installation 

 

The new Canons are brought to the Interim Dean by the Canon Missioner of 

the Cathedral.  

 

The new Honorary Canons present their Mandates for Installation to the Interim 

Dean, saying: 

Mr Interim Dean, we present to you these Mandates and we pray 

that you will install and induct us into the appointed stalls in this 

Cathedral Church of St Mary the Virgin in Blackburn. 

The Interim Dean says: 

We accept these letters, but first you must make, in the face of this 

Chapter and of this congregation, the appointed declaration of 

obedience to the constitution and statutes of this Cathedral Church. 

 

The new Honorary Canons make the Declaration following: 



 

 

I, Pete Baker; I, Paul Swarbrick; I, Becky Gilbert-Rule; I, Lucy Lunn, 

I, Damian Porter; do declare that I will be faithful and loyal to this 

Cathedral Church of Blackburn and the Dean as its head. With the 

help of God and to the best of my power I will sustain my part in 

its life and work, recognising that the Cathedral is the seat of the 

Bishop and a centre of worship and mission. I will encourage all 

members of the Cathedral Foundation in their work and duties. I 

accept the Constitution and Statutes of this Cathedral and will 

duly observe them, so help me God. 

 

The Interim Dean, attended by the Canon Missioner, leads the new Honorary 

Canons to their stalls in the Sanctuary. 

 

The Interim Dean says to the new Honorary Ecumenical Lay Canons: 

We, the Interim Dean and Chapter of this Cathedral Church 

receive you Pete Baker, Paul Swarbrick as Ecumenical Lay Canons 

in this Cathedral Church 

 

(Here he shall cause the new Ecumenical Lay Canons to sit) 

and do hereby install and induct you as an Ecumenical Lay Canons 

in this Cathedral Church, with all the rights and dignities thereof, in 

the name of God.   Amen.  

The Interim Dean says to the new Honorary Lay Canon: 

We, the Interim Dean and Chapter of this Cathedral Church 

receive you, Becky Gilbert-Rule as Lay Canon in this Cathedral 

Church 

  (Here he shall cause the new Lay Canon to sit) 

 and do hereby install and induct you as Lay Canon in this Cathedral 

Church, with all the rights and dignities thereof, in the name of God.   

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

The Interim Dean says to the new Honorary Canons: 

We, the Interim Dean and Chapter of this Cathedral Church, 

receive you, Lucy Lunn, Damian Porter, as Honorary Canons in this 

Cathedral Church. 

(Here he shall cause the new Canons to sit) 

and do hereby install and induct you to the Canonry of Whalleye and 

Bodeltone in this Cathedral Church, with all the rights and dignities 

thereof, in the name of God. Amen. 

The Interim Dean says: 

God keep you in his care; 

Christ win you and save you; 

the Holy Spirit guide you in the paths 

of truth and love always.  Amen. 

 

The congregation and new Canons remain seated; the Cathedral Choir, 

members of the Chapter and the College of Canons stand.  

 

The Interim Dean addresses members of the Foundation: 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

  let us greet our new colleagues and welcome them 

to the College of Canons of this Cathedral Church. 

 

 

Members of the Chapter and the College of Canons reply: 

  

In the name of the Lord, 

         we welcome you. 
 

All applaud. The Interim Dean and Canon Missioner return to their stalls. 

 

 

 



 

 

The new Canons stand, and the Bishop says: 

 

Peace be upon this College of Canons 

and upon you who are members of it. 

Peace be upon this Cathedral Church  

and upon all who love and serve it. 

Peace be upon this Diocese and upon all who in love serve it. And 

the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

rest upon you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

Please stand to sing 

 

:                                                                     Hymn 
Westminster Abbey NEH 205 

 

 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

and the precious corner-stone, 

who, the two walls underlying, 

bound in each, binds both in one, 

holy Sion's help for ever, 

and her confidence alone. 

 

All that dedicated city, 

dearly loved by God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 

pours perpetual melody; 

God the one, in threefold glory, 

singing everlastingly. 

 



 

 

To this temple, where we call thee, 

come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 

with thy wonted loving-kindness, 

hear thy people as they pray; 

and thy fullest benediction 

shed within its walls for ay. 

 

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 

gifts of grace by prayer to gain; 

here to have and hold for ever, 

those good things their prayers obtain, 

and hereafter, in thy glory, 

with thy blessed ones to reign. 

Laud and honour to the Father, 

laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 

ever three and ever one, 

one in love, and one in splendour, 

while unending ages run. 
Latin c 7th century tr. J.M. Neale (1818-66 

 

Please sit. 

The Address 
The Bishop of Lancaster 

 

The Intercessions 
All kneel or sit. 

 

Led by Canon Sue Witts 

 

Let us pray with thanksgiving for the Church and the world, 

and especially for the life and work of this Cathedral. 

 

For the Church universal, 

of which this building is a visible symbol: 

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.  

 



 

 

For this place, 

where we may be still and know that you are God:  

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 

 

For Philip our Bishop, Jill and Joe his Suffragans; 

and Andrew our Interim Dean; 

for the fellowship of the College of Canons, 

and especially for Lucy, Damian, Becky, Paul and Pete installed today;  

and for all their families, schools, parishes and all who support them:  

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 

 

For those who worship in this place, 

and for all who share and support our common life: 

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For your blessings in the past, 

and for a vision of the future:  

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 

 

For this Diocese of Blackburn,  

especially for the institutions, parishes and congregations and ministries 

represented here today: 

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For those who support the impoverished, the prisoner and the 

outcast, 

and those who are suffering in the current cost of living crisis. 

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 

 

For our homes and families, 

and for the gifts of love and friendship:  

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 

 

For our fellowship with the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

And all your saints: 

Lord, receive our thanks and prayer. 



 

 

 

We say together the Centenary Prayer: 

 

Heavenly Father in our Centenary Year we rededicate 

ourselves and our Diocese to you.  Send the Holy Spirit to 

give us confidence in our witness, generosity in our service 

and love for our neighbours that your church may be renewed 

and may come home to you through your Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please stand to sing the hymn, during which a collection is taken. 

 

The Offertory Hymn 
MICHAEL 333  

 

 

 

 

 
All my hope on God is founded; 

he doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 

only good and only true. 

God unknown, 

he alone 

calls my heart to be his own. 

Human pride and earthly glory, 

sword and crown betray his trust; 

what with care and toil he buuildeth, 

tower and temple, fall to dust. 

But God's power, 

hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tower. 



 

 

 

God's great goodness aye endureth, 

deep his wisdom, passing thought: 

splendour, light, and life attend him, 

beauty springeth out of naught. 

Evermore 

from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore.  

Still from earth to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 

for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call 

one and all: 

ye who follow shall not fall. 

Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 

based on the German of 

Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 

 

The Blessing 

The Bishop of Blackburn 

May God the Father, 

who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, 

give you grace to prepare for life eternal. 

Amen. 
 

May God the Son, 

who comes to us as redeemer and judge, 

reveal to you the path from darkness to light. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ, 

help you bear the fruits of holiness. 

Amen. 



 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,  

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

All stand as the processions leaves the Cathedral, and as the Organist plays 

The Organ Voluntary 

Toccata in B-flat Minor                   Louis Vierne (1870– 1937) 
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