&

BLACKBURN
CATHEDRAL

The Cathedral Eucharist
Christ the King
with Baptism
Sunday, 23rd November, 2025

10.30am



Welcome
to this morning’s
service
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The setting for the service is
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The service is live streamed.
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Before the service, the congregation is
welcomed by Canon Andrew Horsfall



The Gathering

Please stand to sing
Processional
Hanover NEH 433

O worship the King all glorious above;

O gratefully sing his power and his love;

our shield and defender, the ancient of days,
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;

his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

This earth with its store of wonders untold,
almighty, thy power hath founded of old;
hath 'stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite!?

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,

in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;

thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end!
Our maker, defender, Redeemer, and friend.

O measureless might, ineffable love,

while angels delight to hymn thee above,

thy ransomed creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.
Robert Grant (1779-1838)



The Greeting

The president greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.

The president introduces the celebration then addresses the whole congregation

Faith is the gift of God to his people.
In baptism the Lord is adding to our
number those whom he is calling.

People of God, will you welcome Sylvia and
uphold her in her new life in Christ?
Wi ith the help of God, we will.

The president then says to the parents and godparents

Parents and godparents,
the Church receives Sylvia with joy. Today we
are trusting God for her growth in faith.

Will you pray for her, draw him by your example into
the community of faith and walk with her in the way of
Christ?

Parents and godparents
With the help of God, we will.

In baptism Sylvia begins her journey in faith.

You speak for her today.

Will you care for her, and help her to take her place
within the life and worship of Christ’s Church?

Parents and godparents
With the help of God, we will.



The choir

Silence is

Please sit

sings

Gloria in excelsis Deo

et in terra pax

hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,
adoramus te, glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi

propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, Rex caelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite,

Jesu Christe.

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,
Filius Patris,

qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.

Qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,

tu solus Dominus,

tu solus Altissimus,

Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu,
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen

Let us pray.
kept — please remain standing

Eternal Father,

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest

and peace on earth

to those of good wiill.

We praise you, we bless you,

we worship you, we glorify you.

We give thanks to you

for your great glory.

O Lord God, heavenly King,

God the Father Almighty.

O Lord the only-begotten Son,

Jesus Christ.

O Lord God, Lamb of God,

Son of the Father,

you that take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

You that take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.

You who are seated at the right hand of
the Father, have mercy upon us.

For you alone are holy,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen

The Collect

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit

and in the bond of peace,

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading
Read by Joyce Wicks (Jeremiah 23.1-6)
A reading from the book of the Prophet Jeremiah.
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the
Lord. Therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your
evil doings, says the Lord. Then | myself will gather the remnant of my flock out
of all the lands where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold,
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. | will raise up shepherds over them who will
shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any
be missing, says the Lord. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will
raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called:
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm
The choir sings (46)
God is our hope and strength: a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved:
and though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though the waters thereof rage and swell:
and though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same.
The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God:
the holy place of the tabernacle of the most Highest.
God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed:
God shall help her, and that right early.
The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved:
but God hath shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is our refuge.
O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord:
what destruction he hath brought upon the earth.
He maketh wars to cease in all the world:
he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear in sunder,
and burneth the chariots in the fire. Be still then, and know that | am God:
| will be exalted among the heathen, and | will be exalted in the earth.
The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is our refuge.
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New Testament Reading
Read by Camilla Hadcock (Colossians 1.1 1-20)

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power,
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints
in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers - all things have been created through
him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to sing



Gradual Hymn
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The head that once was crowned with thorns
is crowned with glory now:

a royal diadem adorns

the mighty victor's brow.

The highest place that heaven affords
is his, is his by right,

the King of kings, and Lord of lords,
and heaven's eternal light;

The joy of all who dwell above,
the joy of all below,

to whom he manifests his love,
and grants his name to know.

To them the cross, with all its shame,
with all its grace, is given:

their name an everlasting name,

their joy the joy of heaven.

They suffer with their Lord below,
they reign with him above;

their profit and their joy to know
the mystery of his love.

The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;

his people's hope, his people's wealth,
their everlasting theme.

Thomas Kelly (1769-1854)



The Gospel

The deacon says (Luke 23.33-43)

Alleluia Alleluia.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Alleluia

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to
divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at
him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his
chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour
wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also
an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who
were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man
has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, ‘esus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.” He replied, ‘Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Canon Andrew Horsfall, Interim Dean



The Liturgy of Baptism

The president stands. Sylvia, her parents and godparents stand before the president
The Decision

The president addresses the parents and godparents
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness
into his marvellous light.
To follow Christ means dying to sin
and rising to new life with him.
Therefore | ask:

Do you turn to Christ?
Parents and godparents
I turn to Christ.

Do you repent of your sins?
Parents and godparents

| repent of my sins.

Do you renounce evil?
Parents and godparents
I renounce evil.

Signing with the Cross

The president makes the sign of the cross on Sylvia’s forehead, saying

Christ claims you for his own.
Receive the sign of his cross.

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
against sin, the world and the deuvil,
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of
darkness, restore in you the image of his glory,
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. Amen

The president leads Sylvia, godparents and candidates to the font as music plays. Everyone follows the
baptismal party.
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Prayer over the Water
Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was baptised

in the river Jordan,

we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse us and revive us.
We thank you that through the waters of the Red

Sea you led your people out of slavery

We thank you that through the deep waters of

death you brought your Son,

and raised him to life in triumph.

Bless this water, that your servant who is washed in it may be
made one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection,

to be cleansed and delivered from all sin.

Send your Holy Spirit upon her,

bring her to new birth in the household of faith

and raise her with Christ to full and eternal life; for all might,
majesty, authority and power are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.

Profession of Faith

The president addresses the congregation
Let us affirm,
together with Sylvia, our common
faith in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe and trust in God the
Father, source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?

I believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the

Son, who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?

| believe and trust in him.
1



Do you believe and trust in God the Holy
Spirit, who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?

| believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Baptism
The deacon pours water on Sylvia, saying

| baptise you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

The president says
Sylvia, may God,
who has received you by baptism into his Church,
pour upon you the riches of his grace,
that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit,
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The president says

The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking,
but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

and also with you.

The deacon says

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
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All may exchange a sign of peace. Please return to your seats in the nave. Once all
have returned to the nave a hymn is sung and a collection is taken. Please give what
you prayerfully can. You may prefer to use the collection point or card reader on the
way out. If you are a UK taxpayer, please use the blue gift aid form provided.

If you would prefer to give online, please visit blackburncathedral.co.uk/donate
Please remain standing to sing.

Preparation of the Table
The president prepares the table

Offertory Hymn

GUTING POWER

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, Suff'ring servant, scorned, ill-treated,
Saviour, Master, King, victim crucified!
Lord of heav'n, our lives sustaining, Death is through the cross defeated,
hear us as we sing: sinners justified:

Priestly King, enthroned for ever
high in heav'n above!
Sin and death and hell shall never
stifle hymns of love:

Yours the glory and the crown,
the high renown, th’eternal name.

Word incarnate, truth revealing,

Son of Man on earth! So, our hearts and voices raising
Pow'r and majesty concealing through the ages long,
by your humble birth: ceaselessly upon you gazing,

this shall be our song:
Michael Saward (1932-2015)



Taking of the Bread and Wine

Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us;
nourish your people with the word of life
and the bread of heaven. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer
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Let us give thanks to the Lord. our God. It isright to give thanks and praise._

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For with the oil of gladness
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son,
to be our great high priest and king of all creation.
As priest, he offered himself once
for all upon the altar of the cross
and redeemed the human race by this perfect sacrifice of peace.
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures,
that he may bring before your infinite majesty
a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
And so with angels and archangels
and all the heavenly host, we proclaim your glory
and join in their unending hymn of praise:
The choir sings
Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.  Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna in the highest.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Blessed is he who comes in the name
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Lord God, you are the most holy one,

enthroned in splendour and light,

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ

you reveal the power of your love

made perfect in our human weakness.

Embracing our humanity,

Jesus showed us the way of salvation;

loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us;
dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin,
that we might rise and reign with him in glory.

On the night he gave up himself for us all

he took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high

and we long for his coming in glory.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
form us into the likeness of Christ

and make us a perfect offering in your sight.

Look with favour on your people

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.

Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free
and fill your Church with power from on high.

Gather your people from the ends of the earth

to feast with St Mary, St Paul and all your saints

at the table in your kingdom,

where the new creation is brought to perfection
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in Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Joining our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we
say, each in our own language, the prayer our Saviour taught us,

Missierna, li inti fis-smewwiet...
Padre nosso, que estais nos céus...
Ojcze nasz, ktorys jest w niebie...
Otée nas, jeni jsi na nebesich ... el slanad) 5
Téve Masy, kuris esi danguje! ... Ein Tad, yr hwn wyt yn y nefoedd...
Tatal nostru care esti in ceruri ...

Notre pére, qui es aux cieux ...
Vater unser im Himmel ...
Padre nostro che sei nei cieli ...

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The choir sings

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God you take away the sins
of the world, grant us peace.
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The Giving of Communion
The president says
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Communion is available in both kinds, and the minister distributing bread will say

The body of Christ. Amen.
After receiving the bread, if you wish to receive wine please move to the station near
the side aisle, and return to your place.

The minister distributing wine will say

The blood of Christ. Amen.
If you do not wish to receive communion wine, please walk past that second distribution
point, and return to your place by the side aisle of the Nave.

While you are waiting to go for communion you may wish to sit down.

During communion

The choir sings
O sacrum convivium! O holy feast!
in quo Christus sumitur: at which we take the body of Christ:
recolitur memoria passionis eius: We recall the memory of his passion:
mens impletur gratia our minds are filled with grace
et futurae gloriae nobis and a vision is granted us of
pignus datur. future glory.

Music by Oliver Messiaen

Prayer after Communion
Silence is kept

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people;

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works,
may by you be plenteously rewarded;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
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Please stand to sing, during which the newly baptised receives a candle.

Final Hymn
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All hail the power of Jesu's name;
let angels prostrate fall;

bring forth the royal diadem

to crown him Lord of all.

Ye seed of Israel's chosen race,

ye ransomed of the fall,

hail him who saves you by his grace,
and crown him Lord of all.

Hail him, ye heirs of David's line,
whom David Lord did call;

the God incarnate, man divine,
and crown him Lord of all.

Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget
the wormwood and the gall,

go spread your trophies at his feet,
and crown him Lord of all.

Let every tribe and every tongue
to him their hearts enthral,

lift high the universal song,

and crown him Lord of all.
Edward Perronet (1726-1792)

The Dismissal
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of almighty God
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
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The president addresses Sylvia

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has
given us a place with the saints in light.
You have received the light of Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life.
Shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father.
The deacon says

With the light of Christ within you, go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The Organ Voluntary

Improvisation sur le Te Deum Charles Tournemire (1870 — 1939)

All hymns and songs reproduced with permission CCLI Licence # 476152 and ONE LICENSE # A-730144.

New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org.

Common Worship, material from which is included in this service is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

Flowers today are given by Eileen Ranson in loving memory of her father Leslie.
A donation for flowers has also been given by the Hadcock Family in celebration
of Sylvia’s Baptism today.

For your prayers
Those who have requested our prayers

John Bertalot, Arthur Blundell, Chris Drewe, Margaret Young, Sue Penfold, Liam
Johnson, Ray Hutchins, Peter Hardman, Graham Jordan, Brian and Ruth Whittle,
Jenni Bellamy, Ruth McGaughey, Ray Duckworth,

Harvey Stansfield, Eric Barnes, Frank Haworth,

Clifford and Carol Fishwick, Pam Jelly, Christopher Browne, Susan Garlick,
Isla Smith, Tracey Riley, Peter Howell-Jones, Elizabeth Mcguire
and those who mourn, remembering those who have died recently,

Jennifer Turner, Ruth Taylor
and those whose anniversaries fall this week,
Vincent Abbott(23), Eddie Hart (24), Elizabeth Rockley (25),
Mary Chambers (26), May Abbott, Ada Fielding, and Philip Roberts (27),
Dorothy Anderson (28) [numbers are Nov dates].
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Notices for the week beginning 23 November

Road closures next week due to the Blackburn 10k

09:00 - Road closures begin to be put in place

09:30 - Race starts

09:32 - First runners reach A666 Bolton Road

09:36 - First runners reach Wainwright Bridge

09:39 - First runners reach Darwen Street

09:44 - First runners reach King William Street

09:49 - First runners reach Bank Top

09:53 - First runners reach Spring Lane

09:55 - Last runners reach Wainwright Bridge. A666 Bolton Road reopens
northbound to local traffic (No access from Ewood direction).

10:00 - First runners finish the race

10:15 - Last runners reach Cathedral Square. Darwen Street, Weir Street,
Freckleton Street, St Peter Street, Jubilee Street to reopen.

10:25 - Last runners reach King William Street. Astley Gate & Corporation
Street to reopen.

10:35 - Last runners reach Montague Street. King William Street, Northgate,
Blakey Moor, St Paul’s Street to reopen.

10:45 - Last runners reach Bank Top. Montague Street, Feilden Street, Barton
Street, King

Street to reopen.

I1:00 - Last runners reach Spring Lane. Bank Top to reopen.

I'1:15 - Last runners return to Bolton Road. Spring Lane, Hollin Bridge Street,
Aqueduct Road to reopen.

I1:30 - Last runners finish the race. All roads to reopen

Foodbank - We are currently collecting tinned fish and meat

Organ Concerts - Wednesdays at 12.15pm

26th November - Arin Nira Maisky Organ Concert
3rd December - John Hosking

Handel’s Messiah, Saturday 6™ December 7pm, sung by Blackburn
Music Society — tickets available online.
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Praying for the Children’s Ministry

Please join us on Friday 28th November at 9.15am to pray for the
redevelopment of a Children’s ministry here at the cathedral. All are
welcome for a time of prayer, contemplation, and listening to God."
On Saturday January 17" at 3pm we will be holding a children’s service,
particularly suitable for primary aged children.

Friends of Blackburn Cathedral Tuesday 9th December 2025 10.30
am. Join the Friends for festive inspiration and discover how to bring
your Christmas table to life with Bill Dixon’s flair and repartee followed
by light festive lunch with mulled wine. £22.50 (£20 FoBC members)

A Baroque Christmas (Christmas Spectacular), Saturday |3
December, 7pm. An evening of breathtaking baroque music sung by the
Cathedral Choir. Tickets available online.
https://blackburncathedral.com/event/a-baroque-christmas-2025/

Community Carol Service, Thursday 18" December, 7pm. All
welcome.

Britten’s Ceremony of Carols, Saturday 20" December, 7pm, and
Messiaen’s “La Nativite”. Book online.
https://blackburncathedral.com/event/christmas-musicaltreasures-2025/

Nine lessons and Carols, Tuesday 23" December, 7.30pm. All
welcome.

Carols around the Crib, Christmas Eve, 4pm. All welcome.
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School Carol Services - Please come and support our local
schools as they sing carols.

Friday 5° December, 2pm — Westholme Prep and Infant School
Monday 8" December, |pm — St Andrew’s Cof E Primary School
Wednesday 10" December, | pm — Balderstone, Mellor and
Samlesbury Schools

Monday 15" December, |pm — St Leonard’s Langho Cof E Primary
School

Tuesday 16™ December, 3pm — Blackburn College

Wednesday 17" December, |pm — St Peter’s Cof E Primary School
Thursday 18" December, 12.30pm — St John’s Cof E Cliviger Primary
School

Friday 19" December, 1.45pm — Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School

Safeguarding Contacts

Diocesan Safeguarding Officer Catherine Smith 07711 485170
catherine.smith@blackburn.anglican.org
Cathedral Safeguarding Adviser  Lesley Hurst 07483935584

Lesley.hurst@blackburn.anglican.org
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Safeguarding Improvement Board

The Safeguarding Improvement Board has been established in
response to the recommendation in INEQE's Safeguarding Audit of
July 2025.

The purpose of which is to work with the Cathedral Chapter and executive,
providing challenge and support to achieve the aims of the Cathedral's
improvement journey.

The Board, which meets each month, is committed to open and transparent
communication with our many communities and to this end, will publish 3 key
messages from each meeting.

The messages from the latest meeting - held on 12th November - are:

I. The Safeguarding Improvement Board and Chapter, the trustees of the
Cathedral, have signed off Blackburn Cathedral’s Safeguarding Improvement
Plan. This Improvement Plan has been submitted to the Charity Commission. A
summary of the Improvement Plan will be signed off at the next Safeguarding
Improvement Board meeting and then published.

2. The senior leaders at the Cathedral and members of Chapter, recognise the
need for cultural change and are committed to actively working for positive
cultural change in relation to safeguarding. These changes will bring wider
positive benefits for those who work, volunteer or worship at the Cathedral.
Everyone acknowledges this is not easy work, it will take time, but it has now
begun.

3. There is a new formal arrangement between the Cathedral and the Diocese
to deliver operational safeguarding for the Cathedral, which has now started
with a new Cathedral Safeguarding Advisor in post from the start of November,
who is part of the wider safeguarding team in the Diocese. This brings added
capacity, knowledge, quality assurance and experience to safeguarding in the
Cathedral. This forms part of the approach to build wider partnerships to
support the Cathedral to become more outward looking and collaborative.

The next meeting takes place on Wednesday |0th December.
The Board will publish updates each month and these can be found on the

dedicated Safeguarding Improvement Board page
at: blackburncathedral.com/improvement
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